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To  the  Major,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  County  Borough  of 

Birkenhead. 

'Mv.  Alayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  health  of  the  community  has  been  maiutained.  An  index  of 
the  satisfactory  nature  of  the  Health  Service  is  the  infant  mortality 
rate.  It  is  most  gratifying  to  report  that  once  again  it  is  the  lowest 
on  record — 28.4  per  1,000  live  births.  This  figure  is  between  the 
national  figure  for  England  and  Wales  of  26.8  and  the  figure  for  160 
County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  of  30.8. 

It  is  also  a cause  of  gratification  that  no  Birkenhead  woman  died 
as  a result  of  childbirth  in  1953. 

Staff  difficulties  in  the  Sanitary  Department  have  continued.  It 
is  still  impossible  to  give  dental  care  to  the  priority  classes  owing  to  the 
shortage  of  dental  staff. 

The  record  of  satisfactory  work  detailed  in  the  report  would  not 
be  attained  without  the  keen  work  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment and  the  ready  co-operation  of  all  officials  of  the  Corporation.  I 
welcome  this  opportunity  of  thanking  them  all. 

Einally,  Mr.  Chairman,  without  the  support  of  an  interested  Com- 
mittee little  can  be  done.  I have  your  support  in  full  measure,  as 
indeed  1 feel  I have  from  all  members  of  the  Council. 

I am, 

AMur  obedient  servant, 


J.  W.  LOBBAN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  of  Borough 8,598  acres  or  13.4  square  miles 


Estimated  population  (mid-year  1953)  141,700 

Number  of  persons  per  acre  (density  of  population)  16.5 

Estimated  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  37,048 

Estimated  product  of  penny  rate  44,020 

General  Kate  23  yl  hi  the  4 


POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  DEATHS 

POPULATION 

Population. — The  population  of  the  Borough,  as  recorded  at  the 
time  of  the  1951  census,  was  142,392  (Males — 68,412;  Females — 
73,980). 

The  Registrar-General  has  estimated  the  population  of  the  Borough 
for  mid-year  1953  to  be  141,700. 

BIRTHS 

Births  registered  during  1953  and  birth  rate. — During  the  year 
2,640  live  births  belonging  to  the  Borough  were  registered. 

The  live  birth  rate  for  1953  was  18.4. 

Birth  rate  in  recent  years. — The  birth  rates  since  1944  are  as 
follows : — 


1944  

23.3  per  1,000 

1945  

21.2 

1946  

1947  

24.8 

1948  

21.4 

1949  

19.8 

1950  

18.5 

1951  

18.2 

1952  

18.2 

1953  

18.4 

Still  Births. — In  addition  to  live  births,  62  still  births  belonging 
to  Birkenhead  were  registered  in  accordance  with  Section  7 of  the 
Births  and  Deaths  Registration  Act,  1926.  This  is  equivalent  to  a still 
birth  rate  of  0.43  per  1,000  population. 


Comparison  of  birth  rates  for  country  generally: — 

Per  1,000  of  Population 


Live 

Still 

births 

births 

England  and  Wales  

15.5 

0.35 

160  County  Boroughs  and  Great 

Towns  (including  London) 

17.0 

0.43 

160  Smaller  Towns  (resident 

population  25,000.  to  50,000  at 

1951  census)  

15.7 

0.34 

London  Administrative  County  

17.5 

0.38 

Birkenhead  

18.4 

0.43 
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Sex-distribution  of  births. — Of  the  2,640  live  births,  1,355  were 
males  and  1,285  females. 

Legitimacy. — Of  the  2,640  live  births  registered,  130  were 
illegitimate,  a percentage  of  4,8. 

Registration  of  stillbirths. — The  62  stillbirths  registered  were 


classitied  as  follows:  — 

Legitimate — Males  28 

Females  27 

Illegitimate — Males  4 

Females  3 


62 


Tlie  stillbirth  rate  was  22.9  per  1,000  total  births. 

Births  notified  during  1953.  — During  the  year  2,689  births  were 
notified  in  the  Borough  under  Section  203  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936.  Of  these  68  were  stillbirths,  leaving  a total  of  2,621  live  births. 
This  total  includes  births  which  occurred  in  the  Birkenhead  Maternity 
Hospital  and  St.  Catherine’s  Hospital,  many  of  which  were  transfer- 
able to  other  areas. 


The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  above  births: 
Births  in  Hospitals:  — 


Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospital 

658 

(11  stillbirths) 

St.  Catherine’s  Hospital  

917 

(43 

. ) 

Births  in  Nursing  Homes  

152 

( 1 

..  ) 

Other  births:  — 

Notified  by  doctors  

— 

(- 

..  ) 

Notified  by  midwives  

894 

(13 

„ ) 

Notified  by  parents  

— 

(- 

) 

2,621  (68  stillbirths) 


Un-notified  births. — The  Registrars  reported  17  cases  of  un-notified 
births;  7 by  doctors  or  midwives  and  doctors,  4 by  the  Maternity 
Hospital  staff  and  6 by  a Nursing  Home. 

DEATHS 

Death-rate. — 1,588  deaths  occurred  during  the  year.  This  gives  a 
death-rate  of  11.8  per  1,000  population. 

Deaths  in  recent  years. — The  death  rates  since  1944  are  as  follows : 


1944  

13.3  per  1,000 

1945  

13.7 

1946  

13.7 

1947  

14.3 

1 948  

12.1 

1949  

12.3 

1950  

12.4 

1951  

14.2 

1952  

12.6 

1953  

11.8 
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Comparison  of  Death  Bate  for  Birkenhead  and  the  Country 
generally : — 


Per  1,000  population 


England  and  Wales  11.4 

160  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  Vl.'l 

1610  Smaller  Towns  (25,000  - 50,000j  11.3 

London  Administrative  County  12.5 

Birkenhead  11.8 


Sex -distribution  of  deaths. — Of  the  total  deaths,  874  were  male 
deaths — and  714  female. 


Uncertified  deaths. — In  1953  there  were  no  uncertified  deaths 
belonging  to  the  area. 


Coroners’  Inquests. — Coroners’  inquests  were  held  regarding  56 
deaths — that  is,  in  3.5  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  Coroners’  (Amendment)  Act,  1926. — Under  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  a Coroner  may  certify  death  after  a post-mortem  examination 
has  been  held,  without  an  inquest.  During  the  year  73  of  the 
registered  deaths  (4.5  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths)  were  certified  in 
this  way. 

Infant  Mortality. — There  were  75  deaths  of  infants  under  1 
year  old.  This  corresponds  to  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  28.4  per  1,000 
live  births. 

There  were  2 deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year  old : giving 
an  illegitimate  infant  mortality  rate  of  15.3  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births. 


The  infant  mortality  rate  for  each  year  since  1944  are  given 


below : — 

1944  59 

1945  78 

1946  67 

1947  72 

1948  53 

1949  39 

1950  42 


1951 

1952 

1953 


40.5 

34.7 

28.4 


The  causes  of  infant  deaths  during  the  past  year  are  shown 


below : — 

Pneumonia  16 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  5 

Other  respiratory  disease  1 

Congenital  malformations  17 

Accidents  (other  than  motor  vehicle)  1 

Otlrer  diseases  35 


75 
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Comparison  of  Infant  Death  Bate  for  Birkenhead  and  Country 
generally : — 


Per  1,000  live  births 


England  and  Wales  26.8 

160  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns 30.8 

160  Smaller  Towns  (25,000  - 50,000)  24.3 

Ijondon  Administrative  County  24.8 

Birkenhead  28.4 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age. — There  were  46  deaths 
of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age,  giving  a rate  of  17.4  per  1,000  live 
births. 


Maternal  Deaths. — There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. — Tuberculosis  was  responsible  for  1.9 
per  cent,  of  all  deaths  recorded  in  the  Borough  in  1953. 

Deaths  from  Eespiratory  tuberculosis  28 

Deaths  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  3 


31 

These  deaths  represent  a death  rate  of  0.21  per  1,000  population 
which  is  the  lowest  yet  recorded. 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases: — 


Pneumonia  73 

Influenza  5 

Diphtheria  — 

Whooping  Cough  1 

Meningococcal  infections  2 

Other  infective  diseases  7 

Measles  — 

Poliomyelitis  1 


The  diagram  overleaf  gives  the  proportion  of  the  main  causes  of 
death  during  the  year:  — 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE— 1953 

(As  compiled  by  the  Registrar-General) 


Causes  of  Death 

Sex 

All 

Ages 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

75- 

All  Causes  

Male 

874 

41 

9 

10 

7 

50 

248 

227 

282 

Female 

714 

34 

5 

6 

5 

39 

136 

155 

334 

1. 

Tuberculosis, 

Male 

13 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

5 

4 



respiratory  

Female 

15 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

4 

— 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

Male 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Female 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

Male 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

Female 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria  

Male 

Female 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

Male 

1 

— 

1 

Female 

6. 

Meningococcal 

Male 

1 

1 

infections 

Female 

1 

— 

1 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

Male 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Female 

8. 

Measles 

Male 

Female 

9. 

Other  infective  and 

Male 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

parasitic  diseases 

Female 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 1 

1 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

Male 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

; 12 

11 

6 

stomach 

Female 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 6 

6 

9 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

Male 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

j 29 

10 

4 

lung,  bronchus 

Female 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

' 3 

— 

2 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

Male 

breast 

Female 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

- 11 

6 

7 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

Male 

uterus 

Female 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

i 4 

2 

2 

14. 

Other  malignant  and 

Male 

82 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

‘ 27 

26 

25 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

Female 

64 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

i 22 

18 

21 

15. 

Leukremia,  aleuksemia. . . 

Male 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

j 1 

— 

— 

Female 

2 

2 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

Male 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i 2 

— 

1 

Female 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of 

Male 

95 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

20 

30 

41 

nervous  system 

Female 

92 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

16 

19 

52 

18. 

Coronary  disease. 

Alale 

122 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 i 

51 

42 

22 

angina 

Female 

54 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

20 

27 

19. 

Hypertension  with 

Male 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

5 

6 

12 

heart  disease... 

Female 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

8 

10 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

Male 

135 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

14 

32 

84 

Female 

174 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

18 

28 

123 

21. 

Other  circulatory 

Male 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

7 

4 

9 

disease 

Female 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

6 

16 

22. 

Influenza 

Male 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 1 

1 

1 

Female 

2 

1 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

Male 

43 

10 

2 

— 

— 

1 

13 

10 

7 

Female 

30 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

8 

11 

24. 

Bronchitis  

Male 

59 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

21 

16 

20 

Female 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

6 

20 

25. 

Other  diseases  of 

Male 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

8 

9 

respiratory  system  ... 

Female 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

Male 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

7 

4 

5 

duodenum  ... 

Female 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis 

Male 

7 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

and  diarrhoea 

Female 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

28. 

Nephritis  and 

Male 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

nephrosis 

Female 

11 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

2 

4 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of 

Male 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

10 

prostate 

Female 

— 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE— 1953 

(Continued) 

(As  compiled  by  the  Registrar-General) 


Causes  of  Death 

Sex 

All 

Ages 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

75- 

All  Causes  

Male 

874 

41 

9 

10 

7 

50 

248 

227 

282 

Female 

714 

34 

5 

6 

5 

39 

136 

155 

334 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth. 

Male 

abortion  

Female 

31.  Congenital 

Male 

13 

8 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

malformations 

Female 

13 

Q 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill- 

Male 

64 

16 

— 

2 

1 

4 

15 

11 

15 

defined  diseases 

Female 

60 

17 

— 

3 

1 

3 

12 

9 

15 

33.  Motor  vehicle 

Male 

14 

— 

— 

4 

2 

4 

3 

— 

1 

accidents  

Female 

4 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

34.  All  other  accidents 

Male 

14 

1 

2 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

5 

Female 

10 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4 

4 

35.  Suicide  ... 

Male 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

o 

3 

2 

1 

Female 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

2 

1 

— 

36.  Homicide  and  opera- 

Male 

tions  of  war 

Female 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

An  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  again  in  1953,  although  in  extent 
only  about  half  of  the  number  of  cases  notified  in  1952. 

Whooping  cough  was  also  epidemic  in  1953,  cases  numbering  in 
all  728,  as  compared  with  627  in  1952. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  more  prevalent  than  the  previous  year  but  con- 
tinued mild  in  type. 

Full  details  of  numbers  notified  will  be  found  in  the  tables  on  the 
following  pages. 
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The  following  table  gives  comparative  iiot]fic:''tion  i i . 

infectious  diseases:  — 

Notifications  { Corrected j 


England 

and 

Wales 

160  County 
Boroughs 
and  Great 
Towns 

Birkenhead 

Rates  per  1,000  Population 

Typhoid  fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  fever  .... 

0.01 

O.OI 

0.02 

Meningococcal  infection  

0.03 

0.04 

0.04 

Scarlet  fever  

1.39 

1.50 

1.77 

Whooping  cough  

3.58 

3.72 

5.13 

Diphtheria  

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Erysipelas  

0.14 

0.14 

0.18 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  

12.36 

11.27 

5.35 

Pneumonia  

0.84 

0.92 

1.43 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

(including 

Polioencephalitis) 

Paralytic.. 

0.07 

0.06 

0.04 

Non-paralytic  .... 

0.04 

0.03 

0.00 

Food  poisoning  

0.24 

0.25 

0.27 

Kates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still  ) Births 
Puerperal  pyrexia  18.28  24.83  12.87 

Food  Poisoning 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  food  poisoning  confirmed,  following 
notification,  numbered  89. 


These  cases  were  fully  investigated.  Unfortunately  it  is  often  too 
late  when  the  notification  is  received  to  obtain  specimens  of  the 
suspected  food  for  analysis.  Details  of  the  investigations  will  be  found 
later  in  the  report. 

Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (Corrected) 

1st  Quarter  2nd  Quarter  3rd  Quarter  4th  Quarter  Total 
2 20  9 8 39 

Outbreaks  due  to  identified  agents: 

Total  outbreaks:  8 Total  cases:  28 

Outbreaks  of  undiscovered  cause:  — 

Total  outbreaks : 6 Total  cases : 22 

Single  Cases:  — 

Agents  identified  11,  Unknown  cause  — Total  11. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Notifications 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year 
was  254.  Of  these  225  cases  were  of  Pulmonary  and  29  of  Non-Pul- 
monary  Tuberculosis. 

This  number  shows  a decrease  of  4 from  that  of  1952. 

Mortality 

The  total  number  of  deaths  certified  as  due  to  Tuberculosis  was  as 
follows : — 

Eespiratory  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Non-Respiratory  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tuberculosis  Register 


At  the  31st  December,  1953,  the  register  showed  an  increase  of  10^ 
compared  with  31st  December,  1952. 


Adults 

Children 
(under  15  yrs.) 

1 

Total 

Respiratory — Male 

671 

55 

726 

Female 

536 

49 

585 

Non-Respiratory — Male 

38 

71 

109 

Female 

45 

61 

106 

Total — Male 

709 

126 

835 

Female 

581 

110 

691 

Total  

1290 

236 

1526 

Examination  of  Contacts 

Every  effort  is  made  to  encourage  contacts  to  be  examined;  actually 


there  was  an  increase  of  51  compared  with 

1952. 

1,039  contacts  were 

examined  during  the  year. 

Adults 

Children 

Total 

Male 

Female 

under 

15  years 

Diagnosed  as  suffering  from 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ... 
Diagnosed  as  suffering  from 

14 

17 

— 

31 

other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diagnosed  as  non  Tuberculous 
Investigation  not  completed  at 

173 

276 

536 

985 

31/12/53  

2 

7 

14 

23 

189 

300 

550 

1039 

On  receipt  of  a notification  of  tuberculosis  the  patient,  or  nearest 
relative,  is  seen  and  every  effort  made  to  obtain  names  and  addresses  of 
all  contacts,  both  by  relationship  and  proximity. 

X-Ray  appointments  are  then  sent  to  adults,  and  children  are  called 
for  clinical  examination  and  mantoux  test.  Contacts  who  do  not  attend 
are  interviewed  and  given  second  appointments.  Children  who  show  a 
negative  mantoux  result  are  called  for  B.C.G.  vaccination,  unless 
vaccination  is  refused  by  the  parents. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  persuade  adults  and  parents  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  facilities  offered. 


Child  Contacts  who  are  found  to  have  a positive  niantoux  are  given 
X-Kay  appointments  and,  where  the  Tuberculosis  ^Medical  Officer  con- 
siders it  to  be  necessary,  such  children  are  kept  under  close  observation 
and  called  regularly  for  clinical  and  X-Bay  examination. 

Children  for  whom  home  treatment  is  considered  to  be  unsuitable 
are  referred  to  the  Paediatrician  for  admittance  to  Thingwall  Hospital. 
Where  home  conditions  are  not  found  to  be  suitable,  every  effort  is  made 
to  ensure  that  adjustments  are  made  before  the  child  returns  home. 

When  a posthumous  notification  is  received,  investigation  of  home 
conditions  is  made  and  contact  work  carried  out  as  above. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that  ooO  children  attended  as 
contacts  for  examination  during  1953.  Of  these  128  were  found  to  show 
a positive  Mantoux  result  and  were  sent  for  X-Eay  examination.  419 
children  were  called  for  B.C.G.  Vaccination;  251  children  received 
vaccination  and  the  parents  of  108  children  refused  vaccination  on  their 
behalf. 

14  Student  Nurses  and  1 Medical  Student  were  vaccinated. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Cremation 

The  A'lediCcil  Officer  of  Health  is  Medical  Referee  to  the  Landican 
Crematorium . During  the  year,  1,858  cremations  took  place  compared 
with  1,820  in  1952. 

Medical  Examinations 

The  following  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the  Medi- 
cal Staff  during  the  year:  — 

Fitness  for  entry  into  the  Corporation’s  Service  388 

Fitness  for  entry  into  the  Local  Government  Super- 
annuation Scheme  118 

lle-examinations  225 

Special  Reports  49 

780 

Fitness  for  driving  P.S.  Vehicles  under  the  Road 

Traffic  Acts,  1980-1947  52 

Fitness  for  conducting  R.S.  Vehicles  under  the  Road 

Traffic  Acts,  1980-1947  25 

Examination  of  Gravediggers  for  signs  of  Silicosis  ...  11 

Examination  of  Tar  Workers  for  Tar  Workers  Cancer  13 

Examination  of  candidates  for  Entry  into  Teacher’s 

Training  Colleges  (Form  4 RTC)  42 

p]xariiination  of  candidates  for  Employment  as 

Teachers  (P'orm  28  RQ) 5 


Total  Examinations  928 
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INCIDENCE  OF  BLINDNESS 


The  number  of  persons  on  the  Blind  Persons’  Eegister  on  the  31st 
December,  1952,  was  133  males  and  144  females. 

During  the  ^^ear  1953,  38  names  were  added  to  the  Eegister,  9 males 
and  29  females,  and  during  the  same  period  the  names  of  18  males  and 
20  females  were  removed  from  the  Eegister  on  account  of  death  and 
removal  from  the  Borough,  etc. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Eegister  of  Partially  Sighted  Persons 
on  the  31st  December,  1952,  was  21  males  and  27  females.  During  the 
year  1953,  9 names  were  added,  3 males  and  6 females.  The  names  of  1 
male  and  2 females  were  removed  from  the  Eegister  during  the  year  on 
account  of  death  or  removal  from  the  Borough,  etc. 

The  cases  certified  as  blind  included  15  cataract  patients,  5 of  whom 
have  received  or  were  receiving  treatment.  10  others  have  not  been 
advised  treatment. 

Of  the  5 glaucoma  cases,  one  has  received  treatment  with  some 
success,  the  other  4 cases  have  not  been  recommended  treatment. 

Hereditary  blindness  of  myopic  defects  accounted  for  loss  of  vision 
in  4 instances. 

Diabetes  was  stated  to  be  the  cause  of  blindness  of  4 females. 
Eetrolental  fibroplasia  was  the  cause  of  blindness  in  a premature  twin 
girl.  Treatment  has  not,  so  far,  shown  any  improvement  in  this  case. 
The  sight  of  the  other  twin  was  not  affected. 

No  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  was  notified  during  the  year.  An 
accident  by  fire  was  the  cause  of  blindness  in  a seven-year-old  girl. 
Optical  treatment  and  skin  graft  operations  are  improving  the  condition. 

Optic  atrophy,  detached  retina  and  retinitis  were  the  causes  of 
blindness  of  the  remaining  8 persons  certified  as  being  blind  within  the 
meaning  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

The  9 cases  included  in  the  register  of  partially  sighted  persons 
shows  the  causes  of  defective  vision  to  be  as  follows:  — 


3 

2 

3 

1 


Myopic  Defects  ... 

Partial  Cataract  with  myopic  errors  ... 
Hypermetropia  ... 

Conjunctivitis 


The  majority  of  these  cases  are  receiving  treatment  and  re-examina- 
tion has  been  recommended  in  some  cases  in  6 to  12  months’  time. 
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A — Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially 
Sighted  Persons. 


Number  of  Cases 
registered  during  the 

Cause  of  Disability 

year  in  respect  of 
which  para.  7fc)  of 
Form  B.D.8  recom- 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

mends  : — 

(a)  No  treatment 

10 

4 

1 

16 

(b)  Treatment  (Medi- 
cal, surgical  or 
optical) 

5 

1 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  at 
(i)(a)  above  which  on 
follow-up  action  have 
received  treatment 

5 

1 

1 

1 

! 

i 

1 ^ 

1 

B. — Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 


(i)  Total  number  of  cases  notified 
during  the  year 

Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  in  which 

(a)  vision  lost 

(b)  vision  impaired 

(c)  treatment  continuing  at  end 

of  year 

Nil 
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EPILEPTICS  AND  SPASTICS 

There  are  no  reliable  figures  of  the  incidence  of  patients  suffering 
from  epilepsy  or  cerebral  palsy  in  the  town. 

During  1954,  it  is  hoped  to  complete  a survey  of  handicapped 
persons  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a Handicapped  Persons  Kegister. 
This  will  give  some  indication  of  the  numbers  affected. 

A survey  of  children  suffering  from  cerebral  palsy  has  been  under- 
taken and  a register  pre])ared.  The  details  of  these  cases  are  as  follows: 

School  age;  — 

Attending  Ordinary  Schools  •••  ...  ...  19 

Attending  Day  Special  Schools  for  Educationally 

Sub-normal  Pupils  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Attending  Independent  Special  School  ...  ...  1 

iVttending  Boarding  Special  School  for  Physi- 
cally Handicajjped  Children  ...  ...  ...  1 

Receiving  Home  Tuition  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

At  home  not  receiving  education  ...  ...  ...  8 

30 

Pre-School  Age : — 

At  home  not  receiving  education  ...  ...  ...18 

48  children 


/ 
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LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 
UNDER  THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH 
SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
Ante-natal  Clinics 

Ante-natal  clinics  were  held  once  weekly  at  the  Central  Clinic  and 
the  North  and  South  clinics.  Clinics  were  held  on  151  occasions,  the 
number  of  patients  dealt  with  being  480  and  the  total  number  of 
attendances  made  being  1,851.  Of  this  total,  5*2  patients  attended  the 
clinics  during  the  previous  year. 

Below  are  set  out  the  details  of  attendances  at  Clinics:  — 


Clinic 

No,  of  Sessions 

No.  of  Cases 

No.  of 
Attendances 

Central,  Conway  St. 

1 

51  i 

i 

i 

184 

i 829 

North  

1 

51 

138 

I 

489 

South  

49 

; 106 

533 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

At  the  end  of  the  year  child  welfare  clinics  were  being  held  as 
follows : — • 

Central  Clinic:  Monday  and  Wednesday  afternoons,  2 to  5 p.m. 

South  Clinic:  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  afternoons,  2 to  5 p.m. 

North  Clinic:  Wednesday  and  Thursday  afternoons.  2 to  5 p.m. 

B'alls  Road  Clinic:  Thursday  and  Friday’  afternoons,  2 to  5 p.m. 

Upton  Clinic:  Tuesday  afternoons,  2 to  5 p.m. 

Woodchurch  Clinic:  Monday  afternoons  2 to  5 p.m. 

During  the  year  the  clinic  on  the  Woodchurch  Housing  Estate  was 
opened.  This  clinic  is  held  in  the  Co-operative  Hall  and  the  mothers 
on  the  estate  are  finding  it  of  service. 
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Attendances  at  Clinics.  Below  are  set  out  details  of  attendances  at 
Clinics : 
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Toddler  Clinics 

Toddler  clinics,  for  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  o years  are 
held  at  North  and  South  clinics  each  Monday,  between  the  hours  of 
2 to  5 p.m. 


Day  Nurseries 

One  of  the  three  Day  Nurseries — Palm  Orov':*  was  closed  at  the  end 
of  the  year  owing  to  a reduction  in  the  number  of  children  in  attendance. 

The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  at  each  of  the  Da\ 
Nurseries  during  the  year:  — 


Name  of 
Nursery 

Capacity 

No.  on  register  at 
end  of  the  year 

Average  daily  atten- 
dances during  the 
year 

0 — 2 

2 — 5 

0 — 2 

2 — 5 

Cavendish  Road 

30  places 

9 

19 

7 

17 

Palm  Grove 

30  „ 

5 

7 

5 

12 

Old  Chester  Road 

30  „ 

8 

12 

11 

13 

Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulations  Act,  1948 

There  are  two  registrations  undei-  this  Act,  17  C'earns  Poad  and 
72  Cavendish  Drive,  Rock  Ferry. 


Nursing  Homes  Registration. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  187. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  live  Nursing  Homes  registered 
in  the  Borough. 

All  Nursing  Homes  were  inspected  periodically  by  the  Senior 
Assistant  Medical  Officer. 


Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children 

Arrangements  are  in  operation  for  unmarried  mothers  to  be 
provided  with  accommodation  in  IMother  and  Baby  Homes  before  and 
after  confinement  for  periods  averaging  12  weeks. 

During  the  past  year  12  unmarried  mothers  Avere  admitted  to  the 
undermentioned  Homes:  — 

6 cases — Hoylake  Home  for  Mothers  and  Babies. 

5 cases — St.  Monica’s,  Liverpool. 

1 case — Mother  and  Baby  Home,  Crewe. 


22 


Care  of  Premature  Infants 

During  the  year  224  premature  babies  were  born.  Of  these,  168 
were  born  in  Hospitals  or  Nursing  Homes  and  56  were  born  at  home. 

ConYalescent  Treatment 

Number  of  cases  recommended  for  treatment  during  the  year  was 

16. 

Agencies  Assisted  by  Local  Authority 

(a)  St.  Elizabeth’s  Convent.  Number  of  attendances  during 
year : — 

Children  under  1 year  350,  1st  visits,  750  revisits. 

(b)  Birkenhead  and  District  Mothers’  Welfare  Clinic.  Of  the  784 

new  patients  who  were  given  advice  at  the  Clinic  during  the  year,  288 
were  residents  of  the  Borough. 

Maternal  Mortality 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  there  was  no  maternal  death  during 
the  year. 
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MIDWIYES  SERVICE 

Number  of  Midwives 

During  the  year  70  midwives  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to 


practice  in  the  Borough,  as  follows:  — 

Municipal  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Maternity  Hospital  Midwife  ...  ...  ...  1 

Private  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Midwives  in  Hospitals  and  Institutions  ...  42 

xMidwives  in  Private  Xursing  Homes  ...  ...  4 


70 

Supervision 

Dr.  A.  M.  Williams,  Senior  Assistant  ^ledical  Officer,  acts  as 
Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives. 

The  Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  i\Iidwives.  iMiss  'M.  Pringle, 
S.B.N.,  S.C.M.,  M.T.D.,  carried  out  the  following  work:  — 


Inspection  of  midwives : Visits  to  midwives  homes  ...  81 

Interviews  at  Office  ...  ...  407 

Nursing  visits  ...  ...  33 

Visits  in  connection  with:  — 

Cases  requiring  medical  aid  49 

Cases  of  puerperal  pj^exia 13 

Cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  -8 

Cases  of  stillbirth  11 

Expectant  mothers  138 

Other  visits  54 

Attendances  at  iVnte-natal  Clinics  112 


Number  of  cases  attended  by  midwives — 909 

The  number  of  confinements  attended  by  midwives  alone  (no 
doctor  being  in  attendance)  numbered  549. 

Cases  requiring  medical;  aid 

64  cases  were  notified  by  midwives  in  which  medical  aid  had  been 
called,  as  against  66  last  year. 

Notifications  received  from  midwives 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  H 

Substitution  of  artificial  feeding  ...  ...  172* 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

* including  hospital  notifications 

DOMICILIARY  SERVICE 
(a)  Municipal  Mid  wives 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  IMunicipal  Midwives 


during  the  year:  — 

No.  of  bookings  854 

No.  of  births  attended — * 

(a)  as  Maternity  Nurse  ...  262 

(b)  as  Midwife  409 


671 

No.  of  visits  to  patients 18,220 
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Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospltai 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  domiciliary  work  carried  out 
by  the  Hospital  Midwifery  Staff  under  an  agreement  between  the  Local 
Authority  and  the  Hospital  Authorities:  — 


No.  of  bookings  136 

No.  of  domiciliary  births  165 

No.  of  visits  to  homes  of  patients  4,432 


Independent  Midwives 

Independent  Midwives  attended  51  cases  as  Midwives  and  23  cases 
as  Maternity  Nurses  during  the  year. 

Cases  discharged  from  hospital 

During  the  year  Municipal  Midwives  provided  attendance  on  290 
mothers  discharged  from  Hospital  before  the  14th  day  after  confine- 
ment. 

Gas  and  air  analgesia 

Gas  and  air  analgesia  was  administered  by  the  Municipal  Midwives 
to  234  patients,  and  by  the  Maternity  Hospital  District  ^Midwifery  Staff 
to  98  patients. 

Before  gas  and  air  analgesia  is  administered,  the  patient  must  be 
examined  by  a doctor  and  pronounced  fit. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

No  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 
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HEALTH  VISITING 

The  staff  employed  on  health  visiting  is  one  Superintendent  and 
16  Health  Visitors. 

Each  Health  Visitor  is  also  a School  Nurse  and  has  a district  for 
which  she  is  responsible. 

Yisitiing  in  the  home 

The  following  is  a summary  of  work  done  by  Health  Visitors;  — 

2741  First  visits  were  paid  to  infants  under  one  year  old. 

16244  Subsequent  visits  were  paid  to  infants  under  one  year  old. 

17088  Koutine  visits  were  paid  to  infants  over  one  year  and  under  five 
years  old. 

139*First  visits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers. 

218  Ee-visits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers. 

969  Visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  miscellaneous  matters. 

5277  Visits  were  paid  in  which  no  access  could  be  obtained. 

* Does  not  include  visits  paid  by  the  Non-Hedical  Supervisor  of 
Midwives. 


Clinic  Duties 

Health  Visitors  attended  1,635  Clinic  Sessions  during  the  year 
(1,454  Infant  Welfare,  146  Ante-natal,  59  Sunlight;  76  Super- 
annuation sessions) . 

Visits  to  Tuberculous  Cases 

The  homes  of  tuberculous  persons  are  visited  by  members  of  the 
Health  Visiting  Staff,  with  the  object  of  giving  advice  to  the  patient 
and  the  family. 

Health  Visitors  made  296  first  visits  and  3,275  re-visits. 


o 
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HOME  NURSING 

The  arrangements  between  the  Local  Authority  and  the  Birken- 
head and  District  Nursing  Society  in  affiliation  with  the  Queen’s  Insti- 
tute of  District  Nursing  whereby  the  Society  provides  home  nursing 
services  to  residents  in  the  Borough  continues. 

The  Society  operates  from  the  Nurses  Home,  2 Park  Road  South. 
At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  staff  consisted  of  1 Superintendent,  8 full- 
time nurses  resident  in  the  home  and  10  full-time  and  4 part-time 
nurses  non-resident. 

Miss  Cornter,  the  new  Superintendent  took  up  her  appointment  in 
November. 

The  demands  on  the  service  continue  to  increase  and  a greater 
number  of  cases  were  attended  in  the  year  under  review  than  in  any 
previous  year. 

During  1953,  3,051  cases  were  provided  with  nursing  attendance, 
and  71,984  visits  were  made  to  these  cases.  In  1952,  2,710  cases  were 
provided  with  nursing  attendance  and  58,542  visits  were  made. 

A loan  cupboard  is  maintained  by  the  Society  from  which  articles 
of  nursing  equipment  are  provided  where  necessary  to  cases  being 
nursed  at  home.  A charge  of  sixpence  per  week  is  made  for  smaller 
articles,  such  as  bedpans,  air-rings,  etc.,  and  2/6  per  week  for  bath 
chairs,  provided  the  patients  can  afford  to  pay  the  charges. 

Summary  of  Cases  nursed  during  the  year 


Total  number  of  patients  3,051 

Total  number  of  visits  paid  71,984 

Number  of  patients  who  were  over  65  at 

time  of  first  visit 961 

Number  of  patients  who  were  under  5 at 

time  of  first  visit  91 

Nursing  Services  provided  at  request  of: — 

Doctors  2,415 

Patients  — 

Relatives  and  friends  21 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 66 

St.  Catherine’s  Hospital  22 

General  Hospital  81 

Children’s  Hospital  4 

Maternity  Hospital  — 

Other  hospitals  13 

Other  sources  13 


2,635 
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Classification  of  Cases  Nursed  and  Visits  Paid 

Cases  Visits 

(Ij  Medical  2,423  56,118 

(2)  Surgical  277  7,980 

(3)  Infectious  19  85 

(4)  Tuberculous  299  7,584 

(5)  Others  33  217 

Visits 

(a)  To  patients  over  65  years  28,652 


(b)  To  patients  under  5 years 696 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

It  is  estimated  that  41  per  cent,  of  the  children  under  5 years  and 
80  per  cent,  of  the  school  population  have  been  immunised. 

The  number  of  children  dealt  with  during  the  year  was  as  follows : — 


Primary 

Beinforcing 

Injections 

0,-4  years  of  age  

. 1,453 

11 

5-14  years  of  age  

857 

1,386 

15  years  and  over  

12 

31 

Totals  

2,322 

1,428 

General  practitioners  and  the 

Medical 

Officers  of  the  Health 

Department  shared  in  this  work  as 

under : — 

Health  General 

Department  Practitioners 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  1,529  638 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and 

Whooping  Cough  — 155 

Keinforcing  injections  against  Diphtheria...  1,241  187 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough 

Bequests  for  immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  were  received 
from  mothers  during  the  year,  and  to  meet  their  demands  117  children 
were  given  a course  of  injections  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Smallpox  Yaccination 

During  the  year  the  following  vaccinations  have  been  carried  out : — 

By  Medical  Officers  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics  592 

Bv  General  Practitioners  1,322 


1,914 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  groups  of  the  persons  vaccinated 
( or  re-vaccinated) . 


Age  at  Date  of 
Vaccination 

Under  1 
Year 

1 

Year 

2 to  4 
Years 

5 to  14  ' 
Years 

! 15  Years 
or  over 

Total 

Number  vaccinated... 

668 

448 

87 

57 

79 

1339 

Number  re- vaccinated 

— 

— 

11 

i 

51 

513 

1 

575 

1 

Number  of  cases  specially  reported  (age  groups  as  above) 


(a)  Generalised 

Vaccinia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Post-Vaccinal 
Encephalomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

'c)  Death  from 
complications  of 
vaccination  other 
than  ^a)  and  (b) 









_ 
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When  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  came  into  operation 
in  1948,  the  compulsory  vaccination  of  children  under  the  Vaccination 
Acts  1867  to  1907  was  no  longer  operative. 

Since  1948  there  has  been  a considerable  decline  in  the  number 
of  children  vaccinated. 

During  1953,  8,642  children  were  examined  by  School  Medical 
Officers  at  routine  School  Inspections.  Of  this  number  4,483  children 
had  been  vaccinated  and  4,159  had  not  been  vaccinated. 

The  following  table  clearly  shows  the  decline  in  vaccination  during 


recent  years. 

Age  range 

Number 

Classification 

Vaccinated 

Not 

Vaccinated 

3 to  6 yrs. 

2,545 

Entrants 

846 

(33%) 

1,699 

7 to  yrs. 

2,615 

Intermediate 

primary 

pupils 

1,288 

(49%) 

1,327 

10  to  11  yrs. 

1,777 

Primai’v 

leavers 

1,154 

(95%) 

623 

14  to  16  yrs. 

1,705 

School 

leavers 

1,195 

(70%) 

510 

The  following  tabulated  statement  shows  the  number  of  children  immunised  each  year  since  1933  : 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

I aril  indebted  to  Air.  A,  ii.  G.  Wray,  Ciiiei  irire  Onicer,  lor  the 
loiiowing  statistics  ol  ainbulaiice  service  tor  the  year  under  review.  1 
should  like  to  place  on  record  my  ajipreciation  ol  the  .ser\  ices  rendered 
by  Air.  Wh-ay  and  the  members  of  his  Stall  whose  keenne.-s  and  enthu- 
siasm have  maintained  the  service  in  such  a high  state  ol  elticiency. 

During  195^,  44,090  calls  were  responded  to,  an  increase  of  d,’J7b 
over  the  previous  year. 

The  number  ol  patients  carried  was  43,100  as  compared  with  39,795 
in  1952. 

Alileage  152,804  is  relatively  the  same  as  the  previous  year  at  3.46 
per  call  and  3.41  per  patient.  Actually,  however,  because  of  more  out 
of  town  journeys  in  1953,  mileage  can  be  considered  to  have  reduced 
when  viewed  over  all.  The  best  comparison  in  this  record  year,  which 
is  also  the  first  with  full  radio  facilities,  is  a comparison  with  1951  when 
the  mileage  call  was  4.1  and  per  patient  4.0,  a saving  in  each  case  of 
over  half  a mile. 

This  saving,  I’eckoned  in  the  total,  is  considerable  and  can  be  attri- 
buted to  greater  co-ordination  and  a less  number  (;f  journeys  maile 
possible  by  radio  control.  Further,  the  saving  must  also  be  viewed  in 
the  many  more  journeys  now  being  made  to  out-of-the  Dorough  hospitals 
in  Liverpool  and  Cheshire. 

In  addition  to  effecting  economies  in  mileage,  radio  has  enabled  a 
tighter  control  to  be  maintained  and  has  enabled  the  ambulance  service 
to  cope  more  easily  with  emergency  calls,  particularly  simultaneous 
ones  at  peak  hours,  whereas  in  1951,  it  was  necessary  to  have  61  stand- 
bys by  our  neighbours,  in  the  year  under  review  only  one  such  was 
needed.  Finally,  although  the  establishment  in  1952  was  showing  signs 
of  needing  expansion,  1953 ’s  experience  with  radio  has  proved  that 
the  same  establishment,  working  at  full  pressure,  has  stood  up  to  an 
increased  traffic  demand  of  8 per  cent. 

Classification  of  Calls 


Type 

Calls 

Patients 

AIilea2:e 

Emergency  

5,140 

5,306 

19,697 

Eemovals  

37,164 

37,800 

127,101 

Special  Services  

1,362 

— 

5,014 

Abortive  

424 

— 

992 

Total  44,090 

43,106 

152,804 

Comparison  with  previous  years 


Year  Calls  Alileage 

1951  38,464  157,386 

.1952  40,814  141,248 

1953  44.090  152,804 
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Mutual  Assistance 

Assistance  to 
Wallasey 

Cheshire  

Others  


Assistance  from 

Wallasey  

Cheshire  

Standing  by 

By  Birkenhead  for 

Wallasey  

Cheshire  

Others  


Calls 

Mileage 

18 

81 

8 

84 

7 

205 

33 

370 

Calls 

Mileage 

Number  of  Occasions 

46 

23 

3 

Total  72 


Number  of  Occasions 
1 


For  Birkenhead  from 
Wallasey  


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 


Tuberculosis. 

Tlie  'i'uberculosis  Almoner  Ijms  an  office  in  the  Chest  Clinic  at  42 
Hamilton  Square,  thus  ensuring  the  closest  co-operation  between  tho-*.- 
responsible  for  the  curative  and  preventive  aspect  of  tuberculosis. 

The  Almoner  is  the  liaison  officer  between  the  patient  and  the 
organisations,  both  statutory  and  voluntary,  whose  objects  are  the  help- 
ing in  money  or  kind  of  patients  and  their  families. 

Provision  is  made  for  the  supply  of  free  milk  to  patients  who  are 
not  in  receipt  of  the  extra  nourishment  allowance  from  the  National 
Assistance  Board;  beds,  blankets  and  nursing  requisites  are  loaned 
where  necessary.  Paper  handkerchiefs  and  destructable  paper  cups  are 
issued  without  charge  to  patients  on  home  treatment. 

The  Corkhill  Charity  Trust  continues  to  give  financial  assistance  to 
patients  in  need  and  defrays  the  cost  of  holidays  for  patients  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Tuberculosis  Aledical  Officer  and  the  Almoner. 

During  the  year,  the  Almoner  held  2,154  Clinic  interviews  with 
patients  and  relatives;  669  home  and  sanatorium  visits  were  made.  147 
cases  were  referred  to  the  National  Assistance  Board  for  financial  help 
and  61  families  were  referred  to  the  IMedical  Officer  of  Health  for  recom- 
mendation to  the  Housing  C.’ommittee  for  re-housing.  19  families  were 
re-housed  during  the  year. 

Health  Visiting. 

Each  new  case  of  tuhercudosis  is  notified  to  the  iMedical  Officer  of 
Health  and  is  visited  by  a Health  \dsitor  who,  on  the  initial  visit,  ob- 
tains details  of  all  contacts  and  makes  a re])ort  to  the  Tuberculosis  iMedi- 
cal  Officer  on  the  housing  and  family  conditions. 

Advice  is  given  as  to  methods  of  nursing  and  prevention  of  spread 
of  infection  and  visits  continue  at  regular  intervals  until  the  patient  is 
removed  from  the  Register. 

Occupational  Therapy. 

Occupational  Therapy  Classes  are  held  each  Thursday  afternoon  at 
the  Chest  Clinic,  St.  James’  Hospital,  Tollemache  Road.  A course  in 
Dressmaking  is  provided  for  the  w’omen  patients.  Materials  and  equip- 
ment are  supplied  through  the  Almoner. 

A social  afternoon  is  arranged  once  a month. 

Rehabilitation. 

The  Disablement  Rehabilitation  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
and  National  Service  continue  to  give  their  assistance  in  the  placing 
of  patients  in  suitable  employment. 

During  the  year  under  review,  52  patients  registered  under  The 
Disabled  Persons’  (Employment)  xAct,  1944;  22  patients  were  found 
employment  by  the  Disablement  Rehabilitation  Officers ; one  started 
in  business  on  his  own  account  and  4 were  placed  in  special  training. 
Driving  lessons  were  arranged  for  one  male  patient  and  paid  for  by  the 
Corkhill  Trust.  This  man  has  since  been  placed  in  good  employment 
by  the  Disablement  Rehabilitation  Officer. 

During  the  year  11  patients  attended  the  Anne  Glassey  Workshop, 
Wallasey. 
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Institutional  Cases — Rehabiiitation. 

Institutional  rehabilitation  has  been  provided  for  7 cases  during  the 


year: — 

Wrenbury  Hall  Training  Colony  5 

Derwen  Cripples’  Training  College  1 

School  of  Stitchery  & Lace,  Bookhani  1 


Patients  who  have  improved  to  such  an  extent  that  the  Tuberculosis 
Medical  Officer  or  the  Chest  Physician  consider  them  to  be  tit  for  worlv 
are  referred  to  the  Disablement  Pehabilitation  Officer  for  registration 
under  the  Disabled  Persons  (Employmentj  Act  1944,  and  a medical 
report  is  given  stating  the  type  of  work  for  which  the  particular  })atient 
is  suited  and  the  number  of  working  days  allowed.  It  is  usual  for  only 
quiescent  and  non-infectious  cases  to  be  referred  for  eiiqdoymeiit,  but 
in  the  event  of  an  infectious  case  being  placed,  great  care  is  taken  to 
ensure  that  the  work  involved  is  not  in  an  enclosed  place  and  does  not 
bring  the  patient  into  close  contact  with  other  peojde. 

In  all  cases  of  tuberculosis,  the  Disablement  Pehalhlitation  Officers 
take  great  care  in  placing  in  suitable  work  (as  laid  down  in  tlie  medical 
report  issued  by  the  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer  or  the  Chest 
Physician)  under  conditions  best  suited  to  the  prevention  of  a break- 
down in  the  disease  and  possible  infection  of  other  employed  persons. 

Training  schemes  in  certain  trades  are  available  for  patients  whose 
original  occupation  is  considered  to  be  unsuitable  for  persons  suffer- 
ing from  tuberculosis. 

Mental  Health  Rehabilitation 

No  extension  of  this  work  has  been  possible  during  the  past  year. 
With  a limited  staff  and  the  continued  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
dealt  with,  restriction  of  the  time  devoted  to  this  work  could  not  be 
avoided.  Relatives  were  advised  to  get  in  touch  with  the  Authorised 
Officers  regarding  any  matter  about  which  they  were  in  doubt. 

This  branch  of  the  Mental  Health  Service  is  made  more  difficult  by 
the  operation  of  section  72  of  the  Lunacy  Act  1890,  which  allows  rela- 
tives to  obtain  the  discharge  of  certified  patients  against  advice.  There 
is  a steady  increase  in  the  number  of  these  cases.  It  seems  pointless 
for  the  authorised  officer  to  visit  them  with  a view  to  after-care  when  he 
if  fully  aware  that  what  they  really  require  is  hospital  treatment,  and 
that,  if  he  secures  their  re-admission,  the  relatives  can,  and  probably 
will,  again  apply  for  discharge. 

Patients  discharged  from  military  mental  hospitals  are  also  re- 
ferred, but  there  have  been  fewer  of  these  during  the  past  year. 

Where  patients  object  to  after-care  treatment,  no  visits  are  made, 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 


480  householders  were  provided  with  domestic  help  in  1^53  agai.irbi 
407  in  the  previous  year,  making  an  increase  of  13. 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  o full-time  and  41  part-time  workers  were 
employed.  Treference  of  employment  as  home  helps  is  given  to  single 
women  and  widows. 


Persons  supplied  with  help  are  charged  for  the  service  in  accordan.-e 
with  a scale  approved  by  the  Council. 


Many  of  the  persons  granted  help  are  suffering  from  ••hroni^-  dis- 
ease or  being  aged,  infirm  or  jdiysically  handicapiied,  are  unable  to 
devote  to  themselves  and  have  no  relatives  to  provide  the  help  which  is 
required  to  jjrevent  undue  hardship.  In  dealing  with  these  i-ases,  the 
Organiser  continues  to  work  in  close  co-operation  with  Hospital 
Almoners,  the  W'elfaie  Department,  the  National  Assistan=-e  Board 
and  voluntary  organisations. 

Cases  provided  with  Domestic  Help  during  the  Year. 


Maternity  GS 

Illness,  etc , 74 

Chronic  Sick  308 

Aged  and  Infirm  30 


Total  480 


Number  of  Hours  worked  by  Domestic  Helpers. 


Maternity,  Illness,  etc.,  cases  1*2,185 

Aged,  Infirm  and  ('hronic  Sick  Cases  48,671 


Total  60,856 


Visits. 

During  the  year,  1,804  visits  were  paid  to  households  by 
the  Domestic  Help  Organiser  and  her  assistant  in  investigating 
applications  for  domestic  help. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Psychiatric  Clinic  (St.  Catherine’s  Hospital) 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

No.  of  Gases  referred  to  Clinic  by  D.A.O.’s  4 7 11 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  from  Clinic  to  D. A. 0. ’s  21  33  54 

Defectives  on  leave  or  licence.  83  reports  were  sent  to  various 
hospitals  and  officials  regarding  patients  on  licence  or  leave  in 
Birkenhead. 

Patients  on  Friendly  Supervision,  including  defectives  discharged 
from  their  orders:  — 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Number  of  Patients  7 7 14 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  the  stability  of  these  defectives 
is  firmly  established  before  their  discharge,  and  it  is  rarely  that  any 
further  action  under  the  Acts  has  to  be  taken. 

“ No  Action  ” Cases.  These  are  cases  where,  after  investigation, 
it  was  found  that  action  under  tlie  Lunacy  and  iMental  Treatment  Acts 
was  not  necessary.  Assistance,  wliich  can  be  described  as  “ preven- 
tion,” was  afforded  in  appropriate  cases,  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
official  or  voluntary  bodies  most  lilmly  to  help  them. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

No  further  action  12  18  30 

To  Welfare  Officer  4 2 6 

To  Police  — — — 

To  General  Practitioners  — — — 

To  Hospitals  7 6 13 

After-Care  Cases  discharged  from  mental  hospitals  or  psychiatric 
clinics : — 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Eef erred  for  After-Care  31  47  78 

Befused  After-Care  8 6 14 


LUNACY  AND  MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACTS 


Admissions  to  Hospitals  under 

the 

Lunacy 

Act, 

1890 

amended) 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Total 

for  1952. 

Sec.  20  (3  Day  Detention  Order) 

83 

38 

121 

(86) 

Sec.  21.  (14  Day  Justice’s  Order) 

17 

28 

45 

(53) 

Sec.  16  (Certification)  

86 

98 

184 

(155) 

Sec.  5 (Private  Patients)  

0 

0 

0 

(2) 

Sec.  64/67  (Transfers)  

0 

0 

0 

(3) 

Sec.  11.  (Urgency  Orders)  

0 

0 

0 

(3) 

Dealt  with  for  other  L.A.’s  

49 

59 

108 

(80) 

Admissions  under  the  Mental 

Treatment 

Act, 

1930 

amended)  : — 

Sec.  1.  (1)  (Voluntary  patients) .. . 

26 

36 

62 

(86) 

Sec.  1.  (2)  (Voluntary  patient 

Under  16)  

0 

0 

0 

(0) 

Sec.  5.  (Temporary  patients)  

1 

1 

2 

(2) 

(as 
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The  Duly  Authorised  Officers  have  given  a-sistance  and  advice 
regarding  the  admission  of  patients  to  private  mental  hospitals  and 
private  wards  of  mental  hospitals. 

Admissions  under  the  Mental  Treatment  Act  are  being  restricted  as 
are  Certified  Cases  due  to  shortage  of  accommodation.  Cases  dealt  with 
under  the  Alental  Treatment  Act  are  first  seen  by  a P.sychiatrist. 

Board  of  Control  Circular  999.  Cases  from  the  areas  of  other 
local  health  authorities  detained  in  Dirkenhead  .Mental  Hospital,  in 
which  the  Dirkenhead  J>)uly  Authorised  (Officers  undertook  certitication 
and,  where  necessary,  removal  to  other  mental  hospitals:  — 

Alales  Females  Total  Total  for  1932 

49  59  10b  (b(J) 

Hospital  Admissions.  Mental  Hospital  accommodation  is  still 
acutely  limited  for  both  males  and  females.  .Accommodation  for  females 
over  the  age  of  65  years  is  practically  unobtainable  due  to  tliis  shortage. 

The  number  of  patients  dealt  with  under  the  .Vets  was  539  of  whom 
340  w'ere  new  cases.  A further  49  cases  were  investigated  but  required 
no  statutory  action.  92  cases  were  referred  for  after-care. 

The  incidence  of  mental  illness  as  it  relates  to  this  Borough  has 
shewn  very  slight  increase  on  the  j)reviou^  years,  but  the  number 
of  cases  dealt  with  (ni  behalf  of  othe)-  [ocal  authorities  in  accordance 
with  Circulai-  999  has  greatly  increased  and  will  continue  to  do  so 
under  the  present  arrangements. 

During  the  year  the  Liveri)Ool  Degional  Hospital  Board  re-organ- 
ised the  accommodation  in  mental  hospitals  as  it  relates  to  admissions 
from  the  coimminity.  Under  this  arrangement,  cases  from  neighbour- 
ing authorities  are  admitted  to  the  Birkenhead  .Mental  Hosi'ital  (on 
short  (3rders).  Under  the  terms  of  the  J3oard  of  Control  Circular  999, 
1948,  this  arrangement  has  substantially  increased  the  work  of  the 
Justices  for  Birkenhead,  and  also  that  of  the  Duly  .Vuthorised  Officers 
for  this  area. 

The  five  Justices  who  undertake  the  duties  under  the  Lunacy  Acts, 
are  deserving  of  the  thanks  of  all  concerned  for  their  unfailing  attentitui, 
which  they  have  given,  not  only  to  ]3irkenhead  cases,  but  those  of  other 
authorities,  whei'e  statutory  action  was  reijuired.  Many  cases  occur 
at  inconvenient  times  and  the  interest  and  ready  co-o]>eration  of  the 
Justices  with  the  ])octors  and  Duly  .Vuthorised  Officers  is  greatly 
appreciated. 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  distribution  of  Birkenhead  Afental 
Defectives  was  as  follows:  — 

No.  on  Kegister  365 


No.  in  Institutions 171 

No  on  licence  from  Institutions  5 

No.  under  Guardianship  2 

No.  under  Home  Supervision  187 


365 
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(i)  New  Cases  notiiied  to  the  Local  Health  Authority  arose  as 
follows : — 

>tale.  Female,  Total. 


Under  Education  Act,  1944,  Sec.  57 (3j  1 3 4 

Under  Education  Act,  1944,  Sec.  57  (5j  13  4 

Other  Sources  (transfers  in,  etc.)  0 2 2 


2 8 10 


(ii)  Removals  from  Register. 


Deaths,  removals  from  the  area,  etc....  7 2 9 

Cancellations  of  Notitication  (under 

Education  Act,  1944-48,  Sec.  8j...  0 0 0 

Found  not  to  be  certihable  0 0 0 

Dealt  with  under  the  Lunacy  Acts 0 1 1 


3 10 


There  are  21  mental  defectives  wlio  are  in  need  of  permanent 
Institutional  accommodation.  Of  these  7 defectives  are  at  present  in 
Place  of  Safety  ” accommodation. 

The  shortage  of  permanent  accommodation  continues  to  give  cause 
for  concern;  it  is  understood  that  the  shortage  is  due  as  much  to  the 
scarcity  of  nursing  staff  as  lack  of  beds.  The  Liverpool  and 
Manchester  Regional  Hosi)ital  Board  Bed  Bureaux,  have  indicated 
that  as  from  January  1st,  1954,  they  will  have  a joint  Bed  Bureaux, 
operating  from  the  Manchester  Region,  for  the  purpose  of  allocating 
accommodation  for  mental  defectives  in  the  two  regions. 

Guardianship.  One  male  defective  was  jJaced  under  the  guardian- 
shi])  of  his  father,  making  a total  of  two  male  defectives  under 
guardianship,  both  of  whom  are  in  receipt  of  an  allowance  from  the 
National  Assistance  Board. 

There  is  a further  case  of  guardianship  in  the  Borough,  a child, 
who  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Denbighshire  County  Council  and  whose 
guardian  receives  a financial  grant  from  that  Authority.  The  su2:)er- 
vision  of  the  case  is  carried  out  by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers. 

Home  Supervision.  Visiting  of  mental  defectives  under  home 
supervision  was  carried  out  by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers.  During 
the  year  401  visits  were  paid,  and  348  rej^orts  obtained. 

Occupation  Centre.  Birkenhead  mental  defectives  continue  to 
attend  the  Wallasey  Occupation  Centre;  there  are  27  on  the  register, 
and  attendances  averaged  21  daily  during  the  year. 

As  in  previous  years,  a Christmas  Party  was  held  at  the  Centre  for 
the  children.  Parents  were  invited  to  attend  and  examples  of  work  done 
were  shown  to  the  parents  who  were  entertained  by  the  children  with 
singing  and  dancing.  A ])lay  was  performed  by  the  children,  which  re- 
flected great  credit  on  the  skill  and  patience  of  the  Centre  staff  in  their 
work  with  these  defective  children. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Duties  under  this  Act  have  been  assigned  to  the  Welfare  Committee 
of  the  Borough  Council. 

By  a resolution  of  the  Council  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  in 
administrative  control  of  the  M'elfare  Department,  the  staff  of  which 
is  housed  in  the  Health  Department  Offices, 

There  is  the  utmost  co-operation  between  the  staffs  and  useful  in- 
formation about  handicapped  persons  or  aged  and  infirm  is  exchanged 
between  Health  Visitors,  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Duly  Authorised  Officers, 
Domestic  Help  Organiser  and  the  Welfare  Department. 

Tt  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  action  in  any  case  under  Section 
47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  194S,  during  the  year  under  review. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Borough  has  an  ample  supply  of  water  of  good  quality.  Tlie 
main  supply  comes  from  Lake  Alwen  in  Denbighshire,  but  subsidiary 
supplies  are  obtained  from  Flaybrick  and  Sjjringhill  Wells  situated  in 
the  Borough.  The  water  sup]dy  is  good  both  in  qualit}^  and  quantity. 

ILicteriologieal  examinations  are  made  botli  of  the  raw  water  and 
fully  treated  water  before  going  into  supply. 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  at  monthly  intervals,  and 
the  residts,  so  far  as  the  treated  water  is  concerned,  are  universally 
satisfactory  and  show  in  all  cases  complete  fi’cedom  from  bacteriological 
impurity. 

The  water  supply  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action. 

All  the  houses  in  the  ]3orougli,  of  which  there  are  approximately 
37,048,  are  supplied  with  water  direct,  and  there  are  no  houses  supplied 
by  means  of  stand-pipes. 
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HOUSING  & ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  BOROUGH 

This  section  of  the  Annual  Report  gives  details  of  ihe  vari.iy 
functions  undertaken  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  in 

conjunction  with  the  environmental  health  ser\ices. 

STAFF 

Once  again  changes  in  the  staff  of  Sanitaiy  ln>pectoi-  upset  tli-. 
smooth  working  of  the  department.  Two  district  inspectors  resimied 
at  the  end  of  November.  One  of  these  had  l.»een  apj^ointed  in  tiie 
}>revious  April  and  the  other  in  the  previous  Xoveml>er.  This  lia-  i)een 
a common  experience  in  the  past  7 years,  when  out  of  a total  estaldi-li- 
ment  of  8 district  inspectors  there  have  been  no  less  than  14  re'^iLUia- 
tions.  In  the  case  of  nine  inspectors,  their  period  of  service  in  this 
Borough  ranged  from  7 to  22  months.  It  would  seem  that  conditions 
are  not  such  as  to  attract  men  to  Birkenliead  nor  to  keep  them  here 
when  they  have  been  ap])ointed.  These  tor)  irrMpieiit  chancres  lower 
eff'iciejicy  and  I tiaist  that  some  nlean^  will  he  found  whcrel»v  a 
Borough  such  as  Birkenhead  may  o])tain  and  retain  sufficient  staff  in 
spite  of  tile  competition  of  small  Boi-ouedis  and  ITTan  and  Rural 
Districts. 

INSPECTION  AND  REPAIR  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES 
UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

8,628  complaints  wei’e  received  at  the  ('hief  Sanitary  Insj^ector's 
Office  during  the  year.  A large  nuniher  of  coniidaints  were  also  made 
directly  to  the  inspectors  on  their  districts. 

The  nuni])er  of  inspections  made  under  the  Public  Healtli  and 
Housing  Acts  was  11,524  followed  u])  hy  21/.)18  re-ins]iections.  These 
resulted  in  the  service  of  8,827  informal  notices  and  it  was  necessary 
in  1,852  cases  to  sei’ve  statntoi’y  notices  to  secure  compliance  with  the 
Council’s  re{|uirenients. 

8,028  defects  were  remedied  during  the  year  and  the  following  is 
a summary  of  the  improvements  effected:  — 


Roofs  repaired  1.285 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  167 

Rainwater  gutters  repaired  614 

Downspouts  repaired  215 

Downspouts  disconnected  from  drain  2 

Walls  pointed  or  repaii-ed  428 

Lighting  improved  1 

Ventilation  improved  15 

Window's  repaired  804 

Window'  sashcords  renewed  556 

Firegrates  repaired  400 

Hearthstones  repaired  19 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired  889 

Skirting  boards  repaired  51 

Wallplaster  repaired  948 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired 800 

Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed  4 

Doors  repaired  408 

Staircases  repaired  22 


42 


Sinks  renewed  3b 

Sink  waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired  204 

Washing  boilers  repaired  6 

Dampness  remedied  275 

Yard  surfaces  repaired  or  relaid  145 

Yards  drained  11 

Sufficient  water  supply  provided  204 

Drains  constructed,  altered  or  repaired  155 

Drains  cleansed  412 

Water  closets  repaired  676 

Nuisance  from  animals  abated  2 

Verminous  persons  cleansed 3 

Verminous  premises  cleansed  17 

Miscellaneous  475 


Legal  Proceedings 

Legal  proceedings  under  Section  04,  Ihiblic  Health  Act,  1036,  were 
instituted  in  10  cases  where  owners  had  failed  to  comply  witli  the 
requirements  of  abatement  notices.  In  one  case  a fine  of  -fel  Is.  Od. 
was  inflicted  and  in  all  the  cases  costs  of  -£5  14s.  Od.  were  recovered. 

The  Magistrates  made  nuisance  orders  in  all  cases. 

The  owners  failed  to  comply  with  Nuisance  Orders  in  two  instances 
and  proceedings  were  instituted  under  Section  95  Public  Health  Act, 
1936.  Fines  of  £5  and  £1  Is.  Od.  costs  were  awarded  in  each  case. 

At  5 houses  the  work  was  carried  out  by  the  local  authority  as  the 
owners  could  not  be  found.  Cost  of  the  work  is  recoverable  in  all  cases. 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Sections  11  & 12.  Dwelling  Houses  Unfit  for 
Human  Habitation 

27  houses  and  1 part  of  a building  were  represented  to  the  Health 
Committee  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  capable  at  a 
reasonable  expense  of  being  rendered  so  fit  under  the  provisions  of 
Sections  11  and  12  of  the  TIousing  Act,  1936. 

15  houses  were  demolished  during  the  3’ear  and  11  houses  or  parts  of 
buildings  subject  to  Closing  Orders  were  vacated. 

The  Council  made  the  following  orders  during  the  year:  — 
Demolition  Orders  in  respect  of  15  houses. 

Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  4 parts  of  buildings. 

Closing  Orders  under  The  Local  Government 

(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  x\ct,  1953,  3 houses. 
Accepted  undertakings  from  the  owners,  2 houses. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

One  house  was  closed  bv  the  owners  during  the  year  leaving  three 
premises  registered  as  Common  Lodging  Houses  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
They  accommodate  men  only  and  most  of  the  inmates  have  been  in 
residence  for  a considerable  time.  The  houses  continued  to  be  con- 
ducted in  a satisfactory  manner. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Because  of  shortage  of  staff  it  has  not  been  jjossible  to  carry  out 
routine  observations  of  factory  chimneys,  and  attention  iia:^  been  eon- 
ffned  to  those  cases  wdiich  liave  been  the  subject  of  comjnaint^. 

01  observations  of  chimneys  liave  Ijeeji  made  and  21  \i-it>  paid  to 
works  with  the  object  of  warning  tlie  occupiers  of  smoke  nuir^ances 
of  advising  methods  of  reducing  .smoke. 

8 warning  letters  and  1 statutory  abatement  notice  were  served  on 
occujders. 

As  in  pi’evious  years  excessive  smoke  emissifnis  were  confined  t'* 
2 or  3 plants  and  although  the  usual  excuse  ^.iven  was  that  coal  sM]»phed 
was  of  poor  quality,  inefficient  nianual  stoking  and  occasional  over- 
loading of  the  boilei’s  are  the  real  causes  of  excessive  smoke. 

In  one  case  representation.s  to  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power 
resulted  in  an  ino'eased  allowance  of  better  gi-ade  fuel  being  made.  A 
corresponding  improvement  in  the  quantity  of  smoke  emitted  was 
noted. 

EXTERMINATION  OF  PESTS 

Rats  and  Mice 

(a)  In  Sewers.  All  the  sewer  manholes,  except  those  found  t<i  be 
free  from  rats  on  “test  baiting”  were  treated  twice  during  the 
year.  This  is  in  accoi-dance  with  instructions  given  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agi’iculture  and  Fishei’ies. 


No.  of  sewer  manholes  baited  (1,312 

Xo.  of  “partial”  takes  recoialed  956 

No.  of  ”com]')lete’ ’ takt‘s  recorded  1,550 

Xo.  of  manholes  “test  baited”  2,000  (ajiprox.  ) 

(b)  In  surface  premises. 


526  premises  wei’e  inspected  for  the  presence  of  rats  or 
mice. 

311  infestations  were  discovered  and  treatment  in  231  cases  was 
carried  out  by  the  I'odent  oiu'rator.  The  remaining  cases  were  treated 
by  the  occnpiei-s  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  de]')ai-tinent.  The  rodent 
operator  made  a total  of  1,093  visits  on  tins  w(n-k  and  78  inspections 
wei’e  made  by  district  sanitary  inspectors. 

Insect  Pests 

Occupiers  ai'e  expected  to  pay  a nominal  charge  of  2/6d.  per  room 
for  treatment  against  insect  pests,  althongh  in  cases  of  hardship  this 
charge  is  waived. 

164  rooms  in  65  houses  and  1 factory  building  were  dealt  with 
during  the  year. 

Three  verminous  ]>ersons  and  their  clothing  were  cleansed  under 
supervision  of  the  sanitaiw  inspector. 

Disinfection 

34  rooms  in  18  houses  wei’e  disinfected  by  the  department  during 
the  year. 

x\rrangements  were  also  made  for  the  steam  disinfection  of  bedding 
from  15  houses. 
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BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  ACT,  1881.  Section  GO- 
PIG  KEEPING 

7 applications  were  made  to  the  Council  for  permission  to  keep 
pigs.  Permission  was  granted  in  5 cases,  the  remaining  2 applications 
being  refused. 

There  are  now  68  pig-keepers  in  the  Borough. 

BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  ACT,  1930.  Section  68— 
CARAVANS 

1 application  to  use  a cai'avan  as  a peruument  dwelling  was  made 
and  permission  was  refused  by  the  Counci]. 

THEATRES  AND  MUSIC  HALLS 

56  visits  were  made  during  the  year.  These  premises  were  satis- 
factorily conducted  and  the  few  defects  found  were  speedily  remedied. 

PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933. 

The  department  is  responsible  for  llie  issue  of  licences  to  persons, 
other  than  pharmacists,  wlio  sell  by  retail  those  poisons  set  out  in 
Part  II  of  the  Poisons  List. 


New  licences  issued  during  the  year  9 

Licences  renewed  during  the  year  168 

No.  of  visits  to  shops  55 

No.  of  persons  found  to  be  selling  poisons  without  a 
licence  19 


THE  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  the  under- 
mentioned premises  have  been  included  in  the  Statutory  Register. 


Premises  licensed  for  the  manufacture  and  storage  of 

Rag  Flock  1 

Premises  licensed  for  the  manufacture  and  storage  of 

layered  flock  and  woollen  felting  1 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  new 

upholstery  4 


20  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  the  undermentioned  samples 
were  submitted  to  the  prescribed  analysts  for  analysis:  — 

Taken  Passed  Failed 


Layered  Rag  Flock  3 3 

Rag  Flock  4 4 

Woollen  mixture  Felt  1 1 

Coir  Fibre  2 2 

Widowed  Fibre  1 1 

Feathers  1 1 

Hair  Mixture  1 1 

TOTAL  A..  13  13 
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MILK  SUPPLY 

As  the  treatrneut  and  distribution  ot  milk  in  Birkenhead  had 
already  reached  a most  up-to-date  position  there  are  no  changes  o:  any 
significance  to  report. 

The  very  creditable  standard  of  ju-evious  year-  has  been  main- 
tained. 

The  numbers  of  Registered  Dairymen  and  of  Licences  issued  under 
the  Adilk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  are  set  out  below;  — 


No.  of  Registered  T)airies  41 

No.  of  Registered  Dairymen  16*2 

Dealers  Licences  to  sell  “ Pasteurised  ” Alilk  ...  125 

Dealers  Licences  to  sell  “ Tuberculin  Teste^l 

Alilk  99 

Dealers  licences  to  sell  “ Sterilised  Alilk  ” si 

Licences  to  Heat-treat  (Pasteurise)  Alilk 2 


A total  of  108  visits  were  made  to  Dairymen  and  their  ])reinises 
and  the  undermentioned  samples  sulnnitted  for  Bacteriological 
examination : — 


Passed 

Failed 

Total 

Heat  treated  milks  

145 

1 

146 

Raw  Alilks  

8 

1 

9 

158 

o 

1 55 

The  following  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  by  the  Public 
Analyst:  — 

Samples  reported  as  genuine  (including  those 


of  abnormal  composition)  108 

Samples  reported  as  deficient  of  fat  2 

Samples  reported  as  deficient  of  fat  and  N.F.S.  1 
Samples  reported  as  presumed  to  contain  added 

water  1 


112 


The  samples  reported  as  deficient  of  fat  were  taken  from  churns 
delivered  from  farms.  When  allowance  was  made  for  better  milk  in 
other  churns  from  tlie  same  farmer,  the  figures  for  the  bulked  milk 
were  satisfactory. 

In  the  case  of  the  sample  reported  as  deficient  of  both  faf  and 
other  solids,  there  was  some  evidence  that  the  milk  which  was  from 
one  cow  only  was  possibly  genuine  but  of  abnormal  composition.  No 
further  action  was  taken,  as  the  cow  was  transferred  to  a larger  herd. 

The  one  sample  presumed  to  contain  added  water,  by  virtue  of  the 
Hortvet  reading,  was  from  a farm  which  has  previously  shown  poor 
Hortvet  readings  even  on  “Appeal  to  Cow”  samples. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  is  endeavouring  to  raise 
the  standard  of  this  herd. 
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ICE  CREAM 

The  number  of  premises  on  the  8tatutor\^  liegister  of  Ice  (’ream 
dealers  is  as  follows:  — 


Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 

Pasteui'ised  Ice  C'reain  15 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 

Cold  Mix  Ice  Cream  14 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 

Lolly  Ices  only  18 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  only  of  Ice 

Cream  and/or  Lollies  404 


A total  of  194  visits  were  made  to  tliese  premises  and  80  samples 
taken  for  Bacteriological  examination.  All  samples  were  placed  in 
(Irade  1. 

In  connection  with  Lolly  Ices,  attention  was  given  to  the  question 
of  metallic  contamination.  No  such  cont<amination  was  found  in  5 
samples  of  Lollies  which  were  removed  fro7n  the  fi*eezing  trays  in  the 
normal  way,  immediately  upon  “setting,”  but  it  was  found  that  lollies 
left  in  the  freezing  trays  overnight  picked  up  excessive  metallic  con- 
famination.  One  sample  which  contained  an  excess  of  copper  liad 
been  left  overnight  in  the  mould. 

Instructions  were  given  to  local  manufacturers  to  ensure  that  this 
unnecessary  practice  ceased. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 


One  Inspector  is  engaged  whole-time  on  this  work.  All  cafes, 
canteens,  food  preparing  premises,  butchers’  shops,  fried  fish  shops 
and  licensed  premises  are  visited  regularly.  Generally  speaking  these 
businesses  have  been  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner  during  the 
year.  Proprietors  and  managers  have  been  willing  to  carry  out  reason- 
able suggestions  made  to  them  and  have  proved  to  be  co-operative. 


Any  structural  defects  pointed  out  liave  been  remedied  and  re- 
decorations  carried  out  on  the  suggestion  of  the  inspector  and  it  has 
not  been  necessary  to  issue  any  formal  notices  or  to  institute  legal 
y)roceedings. 


Where  any  unhygienic  practices  ai’e  noticed  these  are  immediately 
pointed  out  to  the  culprits  and  to  the  managers  and  the  reasons  for 
the  necessity  of  hygienic  handling  of  food  are  e.xplained  on  the  spot. 


The  following  food  preparing  premises  are  registered  under  Section 
14.  Food  and  Drugs  .\ct,  198H:  — 


Fish  fryers  98 

Fish  cake  manufacturers  2 

Fish  curing  and  piclcling  2 

Butchers  manufacturing  sausages  and  cooked 


meats  78 

Cooked  meat  manufacturers  10 

Pickle  manufacturers  2 


TOTAL  187 


Other  Food  preparing  premises  (not  registered)  : — 


Sugar  confectionery  manufacturers  2 

Fruit  and  vegetable  canners  2 

Nut,  roasting  and  packing  1 

Custard  and  ice  cream  powder  manufacturers  1 


TOTAL 


6 
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Summary  of  Inspections  and  Defects  remedied. 


Cafes 

and 

Canteens 

Food 

Preparing 

Premises 

Licensed 

Premises 

Shops 

Totals 

No.  of  premises 

166 

193 

133 

1 

492 

No.  of  visits  

149.3 

.562 

135 

123 

! 2313 

Defects  remedied : 

W.C’s  provided  or  repaired 

2 

2 

8 

1 i 

13 

Drain  inlets  removed 

— 

■ — 

— 

1 i 

1 

W.C’s  cleansed 

2 

— 

3 

5 

Walls,  floors  etc.,  repaired 

12 

12 

.) 

6 

32 

Walls,  floors  etc.,  cleansed 

72 

20 

6 

3 

101 

Food  rooms  ventilated 

1 

— 

— 

1 ' 

2 

Refuse  removed 

8 

— 

— 

8 

Wash  basins,  sinks  provided 

1 

3 

— 

3 ! 

i 

Hot  and  cold  water  pro- 
vided   

2 

7 

1 

4 : 

14 

Towels,  soap  provided 

1 

2 

— 

2 1 

5 

Food  protected  from 

contamination 

11 

2 

_ 

1 

14 

Ecpiipment  cleansed  or 
renewed  

7 

6 

1 

_ 

14 

Contravention  of  Bye-laws 

— 

— 

3 

— . 

3 

Totals 

119 

,54 

22 

219 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

Not  included  above  are  104  visits  to  shops  otlier  than  food  shops. 

No  notices  were  served  under  this  Act.  Washing  facilities  were 
provided  in  one  shop. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938.  Food  Sampling. 

During  the  year  a change  was  made  in  the  appointment  of  the 
Public  Analyst  to  the  Borough. 

The  department  is  indebted  to  Air.  J.  F.  Clark,  AI.Sc.,  D.I.C., 
A.B.C.S.,  F.B.I.C.,  F.R.A.C.I.,  and  his  staff  for  their  services  during 
the  previous  years  and  welcomes  his  successor  Air.  Tennvson  Harris, 

Ph.C.,  F.P.S.,  F.R.I.C. 

A total  of  202  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  comprising  117 
milk  and  85  other  foods. 

In  addition  to  the  four  samples  of  milk  and  one  of  lolly  ices  com- 
mented upon  previously,  three  other  food  samples  were  unsatisfactory, 
\’iz ; — • 

In  a sample  of  celery  cheese  spread  “crystallisation”  had 
occurred.  The  manufacturers  were  contacted  and  the  old  stock 
withdrawn  from  sale. 

A bottle  of  lemonade  w^as  found  to  be  contaminated  with  white 
spirit,  probably  due  to  mis-use  of  the  bottle  and  stopper  by  a 
previous  customer.  Increased  precautions  were  instituted  on  the 
l)ottle-washing  plant. 

A packet  of  Energen  rolls  was  found  to  be  contaminated  with 
perfume. 


Unsound  Food. 


The  inspection  of  food  in  shops,  warehouses,  etc.,  v.  earned  out 
by  all  the  sanitary  inspectors.  All  condemned  food  was  coilecied  ana 
destroyed  under  supervision.  The  following  iist  shows  the  types  and 
quantities  of  food  dealt  with. 

Canned  and  Bottled  (ioods;  — 


Meat  

1,290 

Fruit  and  Vegetables,  fruit  juice 

8,400 

Fish  

373 

Soup  

334 

Milk  and  cream  

2,095 

Preserves  

219 

Puddings  

243 

Babv  Food  

ly 

pkts. 

Bacon,  ham  and  tongue  

022 

lbs. 

Beetroot  

1 

tun 

cwts. 

ihscuits,  cake  

749{ 

lbs.  and  lo  pkts. 

Butter,  margarine  

2GA 

lbs. 

(hake  and  pudding  mixtures... 

is 

Ib.s.  and  s.7  pkts. 

(Jereals  

244 

lbs  and 

( 4 i»kts. 

Cheese  and  cheese  spread  ... 

lbs.  and  275  iFts 

Chocolate  macaroons  

2,') 

Cocoa,  coffee,  etc 

oo 

tins 

Coconut  

5 

pkts. 

Che  a in  

1 

gall. 

Di’ied  fruit  

2in 

lbs. 

Fish  

2S 

lbs. 

Phsh  cakes  

24 

Fondant  

i 

lbs.  and  7 tins 

Cxinger  wine  

1 

bottle 

Jellies  

189 

pkts. 

Tjentils  

1 

pkt. 

Liquid  ('gg  

4 

tins 

Macai-oni  

1 

pkt. 

Meat  

870 

lbs. 

Meat  paste  

8 

jars 

IMeat  pies  

407 

Babbits  

1 

crate 

Sausages,  black  puddings,  etc. 

OoO^ 

lbs. 

Salad  cieam  

o 

r) 

pints 

Salt  

1 

pkt. 

Sauce  

8 

bottles 

Soup  powder  

6 

pkts. 

Split  peas  

o 

pkts. 

Whipped  Cream  Walnuts 

10 

dozen 

Food  Complaints. 


20  conq)lnints  were  received  respecting  food  alleged  to  be  unfit  for 
consnni])tion  at  the  time  of  ])in*chase.  All  were  investigated  but  0 cases 
could  not  be  confirnied  be('anse  either  the  food  ap]')eared  O'*  be  satisfac- 
tory, the  time  elapsing  between  purchase  and  complaint  was  too  great, 
or  that  although  a particular  item  of  food  was  unfit  after  being  in  the 
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customer’s  possession  the  remainder  of  tlie  same  batch  of  food  in  the 
shop  was  in  perfect  condition,  (jf  the  remainder,  8 complaints  referred 
to  foreign  matter  being  })resent  in  the  food,  4 refei-red  to  old  stock  which 
had  been  accidentally  sold  and  1 to  a goose  alleged  to  be  decomposing 
shortly  after  sale. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  under  Section  9,  Food  and  ])rugs 
Act,  1938  in  this  last  case  but  the  Magistrates  felt  there  was  some  doubt 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  goose  at  the  time  of  sale  and  the  case  was 
dismissed. 

In  all  the  other  cases  it  was  felt  that  the  offences  were  purely 
accidental  or  the  result  of  ignorance  mi  the  jiart  of  the  vendor  and  warn- 
ings were  issued  to  the  persons  responsible. 


SUSPECTED  FOOD  POISONING  CASES  AND  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASE  CASES  ASSOCIATED  WITH  FOOD  AND/OR  DRINK. 

A very  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  notified  cases  has 
occurred  during  the  year. 

Some  idea  of  the  amount  of  work  involved  and  of  the  times  spent  in 
investigations  can  be  gained  from  the  fact  that  no  less  than  839  sjieci- 
mens  were  submitted  for  JLicteriological  examination  and  1,‘238  visits 
made. 

In  a large  number  of  cases,  naturally,  no  bacteriological  confirma- 
tion was  obtained  from  specimens  examined.  There  seems  little  doubt 
however,  that  the  cause  of  many  of  these  illnesses  was  of  f^acterial 
origin. 

The  confirmed  cases  included:  — 

1.  Sonne  Dysentery. 

62  ])Ositive  cases  were  found  and  kept  under  surveillance  until 
])roved  negative.  This  figure  includes  secondary  cases  discovered  during 
investigations  of  notified  cases. 

In  some  instances  2 or  more  members  of  the  family  were  sooner 
or  later  involved. 

Instruction  on  personal  hygiene  and  other  matters  necessary  to 
vent  the  spread  of  the  infection  were  given  in  all  cases.  Such  preven- 
tion is  however  difficult  to  achieve  with  this  disease,  particularly 
amongst  young  children. 

Food  handlers  amongst  patients  or  contacts  were  excluded  from 
woi-k  pending  Bacteriological  examination. 

2.  Isolated  cases  of  Food  Poisoning. 

28  persons  from  12  separate  families  were  found  to  be  infected  with 
a food  ])oisoning  organism. 

Investigations  failed  to  disclose  the  source  of  infection  and  no 
relationship  with  any  other  cases  was  apparent.  The  cases  occurred 
spasmodically  througliout  the  year  in  different  areas  of  the  town. 
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Where  aj^plicable,  eases  and  contacts  were  exr-1  id»ra  froi;^  food 
handling  and  steps  to  prevent  infection  taken.  (Jne  fatal  ca.'^e  occurred. 

10  of  the  faruilies  were  affected  with  Salrnonella  tv|,hinjuriun..  1 
with  Salmonella  thomjjson  and  1 with  Staphylococcu>. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  2 cases  were  kept  under  surveillance, 
having  returned  to  this  area  after  infection  in  another  district. 

3.  An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  involving  6 families. 

JJuring  the  year  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  -me  ui^- 
trict  of  the  town. 

Cases  from  2 families  were  notified  first  and  these  were  f(jllo\\ed  at 
intervals  of  1 or  2 days  by  cases  from  3 other  famiiie>.  ln\ esii;.ati'in:? 
revealed  that  a sixth  family  was  also  affected. 

Ultirnaf/ely  19  people  were  infected  and  positive  specimens  show- 
i^ig  Salmonella  tyj^himurium  were  obtained. 

1 ortunately  jjromjd  and  thorough  investigation  revealial  that  there 
was  a definite  connection  with  a j)articnlar  food  shoj)  and  5 of  the 
affected  families. 

An  infestitation  of  mice  was  discovered  at  the  shoj)  and  specimen- 
obtained  from  the  mice  showed  the  presence  of  Salmonella  lyphimu- 
riinn.  The  necessary  ste])S  were  taken  to  wipe  out  the  mice  infestation 
and  remove  any  remaining  infection  from  the  i)i-emises. 

Strict  preventive  measures  were  instituted  at  the  premises  and  the 
staff  fully  instructed  in  hygienic  ])rinciples.  One  of  the  sliop  stad  who 
wars  affected  w.as  excluded  from  employment. 

No  furthei’  cases  occured. 

Para-Typhoid  Cases. 

Two  cases  of  para-typhoid  were  also  contirmed.  The  patients  were 
isolated. 

No  secondary  cases  occurred. 

In  addition  to  the  specimens  submitted  in  coimectioii  witli  specitic 
cases  of  illness,  sundry  foods  were  also  examined,  from  time  to  time, 
by  the  Laboratory,  as  a matter  of  routine. 

The  Bacteriological  examination  of  all  ice  cu-eam,  milk,  otlier  foods 
and  specimens  is  carried  out  by  the  Bii-kenhead  fjaboratory  of  the 
Public  Health  Laboratorv  Service  and  the  department  is  indebted  to 
Dr.  J.  Morrison  Eitchie,  M. A. , M.B..  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  and  his  staff  for 
their  very  valuable  assistance  and  co-operation  during  the  past  year. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


In  accordance  with  Section  128  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  1 set 
out  below  a Table  showing  the  inspections  made,  and  the  defects  found, 
under  Part  I of  the  Act. 


Under  Part  YIII  of  the  Act,  3 outworkers  engaged  in  the  making 
of  wearing  apparel  were  included  in  the  August  list  required  by  Section 
110  (1)  (c)  ; there  were  no  prosecutions  under  Section  110  or  111. 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT. 

1.— INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  pi-ovisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  liispectoi-s) . 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(3) 

' (4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(1)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3.  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

84 

47 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authorities 

492 

314 

15 



(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  + 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

18 

6 

TOTAL  

594 

367 

21 

2._CASES  in  which  defects  week  found 


Number 

of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

} prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

(7) 

Partieulars 

(1) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

j Referred 

To  H.M.  |By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

(5)  (6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

17 

45 

i 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 





Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

__ 





Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

2 

2 

— 

j 1 

I 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

5 

5 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

i 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

3 

— 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective... 

16 

13 

— 

10 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  includine:  ofl’ences  relat- 
ing to  Outwork) 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

43 

73 

— 

17 

— 

MEAT  INSPECTION 


This  section  of  the  report  details  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Veterinary  Officer  and  the  staff  of  Meat  Inspectors. 

During  the  year,  111,520  animals  were  slaughtered  in  the  Borough, 
as  compared  with  140,820  in  1052. 

Cattle  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

1953  50,494  4,335  49.751  0.940 

All  animals  slaughtered  were  subject  to  ante-  and  po.st-mortem 
inspection  by  the  Veterinary  Officer  and  the  Meat  Inspectors. 

The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  the  animals  slaughtered 
togetlier  with  the  condemnations:  — 


Cattle 

' Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

50,494 

4,335 

49  751 

6,940 

Number  inspected... 

50,494 

4,335 

49,751 

6,940 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

124 

1 

37 

41 

1 10 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

19,200  ; 

13 

9,149 

660 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 

1 

31-6, 

M ‘ 

18-4 

IM 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

! 

270  ; 

15  1 



12 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

13,336 

o 

i 

95 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected  af- 
fected with  tuber- 
culosis ... 

22-2 

1 

1-02 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1.5 

Note — (a)  The  carcases  of  45  animals  which  died  in  the  Lairages  or  in 
transit  were  also  inspected. 

(b)  The  weight  of  meat  and  oft’al  which  was  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  totalled  502  tons  4 cwts. 
(294  tons  8 cwts.  for  Tuberculosis,  207  tons  10  cwts. 
for  conditions  other  tlian  Tuberculosis). 

(c)  12  bovine  carcases  were  found  to  be  affected  with 
cysticercus  bovis.  This  condition  appears  to  be  on  the  de- 
crease, 
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Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulation,  1924 — Tlie  slauglitering  of  all 
food  aniiiials  is  carried  out  at  tlie  Public  Abattoir  ('Prauuiere)  and 
Woodside  Lairages;  the  rueat  is  sii])idied  not  only  lo  butcliers  within 
the  JSorongh,  but  to  those  in  neighbouring  districts  and  London.  All 
the  animals  are  the  property  of  the  Alinistry  of  Food.  They  are 
slaughtered  under  the  direction  of  a Slaughterliouse  .Manager  at  each 
centre,  and  are  allocated  by  Area  Meat  Agents ; the  Managei-  and  Agent.s 
being  employed  by  the  Minister  of  P"ood. 

Inspections  of  butchers’  shops  and  stores,  veliicles  and  railway 
trucks  for  the  conveyance  of  meat,  are  caiiled  out  as  part  of  the  routine 
work  of  the  inspectorial  staff. 

Inspection  of  Foodstuffs  In  Shops,  Etc. — During  the  year  1,832 
inspections  were  made  of  butchers’  shops  and  stalls,  warehouses,  fish 
shops,  etc.,  where  food  is  stored,  prepai’ed  or  exposed  for  sale. 

Foodstuffs  amounting  to  1,585  tins  of  beef,  ham,  etc.,  86  cwts.  of 
beef,  126  lbs.  of  fisli,  80  cwts.  of  pork,  200  lbs.  of  mutton  were  found  to 
be  unfit  for  human  consumptioii  and  condemned. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 — 41  renewals  of  licences  to 
slaughter  animals  were  granted  to  butchers  and  others  employed  in 
Birkenhead. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts — AVork  under  the  above  Acts  has 
involved : — 

(1)  Under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1980,  the  removal  and 
slaughter  of  8 dairy  cows  from  herds  in  tlie  Borough  showing  clinical 
signs  of  tuberculosis. 

(2)  Supervision  of  the  disinfection  of  premises  housing  the  above- 
mentioned  tuberculous  animals. 

(3)  The  routine  inspection  of  22  dairy  herds  within  the  Borough. 

(4)  The  examination  of  store  pigs  kept  within  the  Borough  to 
ensure  that  the  animals  are  free  from  Swine  Fever;  77  visits  were  paid 
and  471  pigs  were  examined. 

(5)  Visits  to  Taylor  Street  Cattle  Sidings  were  made  to  supervise 
animals  passing  through  to  see  cruelty  is  avoided,  to  prevent,  if  possible, 
sick  animals  from  travelling  further,  and  to  take  precautions  against 
suspected  Anthrax  and  in  connection  with  the  Transit  of  Horses  Order, 
1951. 

(6)  Under  the  Fowl  Pest  Order,  weekly  visits  are  paid  to  Live 
Poultry  Dealers  in  the  Market  and  elsewhere  within  the  Borough,  to 
see  that  regulations  are  being  properly  carried  out. 

(7)  Visits  to  all  farms  in  connection  with  warble  fly. 

Swine  Fever  Order,  1938 — Suspected  cases  of  Swine  Fever  occurred 
within  the  Borough,  restrictions  were  applied  and  afterwards  removed. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 — 12  premises  were  inspected  frequently. 
There  was  a careful  inspection  of  the  meat  supplied  to  these  shops. 
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Department  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
9 Hamilton  Square, 
Birkenhead. 

May,  1954. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  School 
Health  Service  for  1953. 

The  position  with  regard  to  Dental  Staff  is  still  unsatisfactory.  The 
vacant  positions  on  the  establishment  have  been  advertised  without 
success.  The  offer  of  local  Jlental  Surgeons  to  give  sessions  was 
accepted  with  one  exception  and  the  help  thus  contributed  is  much 
appreciated. 

I am  glad  to  say  the  School  Medical  Staff  has  been  maintained. 

The  volume  of  work  carried  out  by  the  department  will  be  seen 
from  a perusal  of  the  report. 

Without  the  wholehearted  co-operation  of  the  staff  of  the  School 
Health  Service,  and  the  help  of  the  Director  of  Education  and  his  staff 
the  service  would  not  function. 

I cannot  allow  this  opportunity  to  pass  without  a sincere  apprecia- 
tion of  the  work  of  the  Headmasters,  Headmistresses  and  indeed  all 
teaching  staffs.  It  is  a pleasure  indeed  to  have  their  willing  support 
and  co-operation. 

Finally,  may  I say  how  much  the  interest  and  encouragement  of 
the  Education  Committee  means,  and  this  the  School  Health  Service 
has  continued  to  enjoy  during  the  past  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  AV.  LOBBAN, 

PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BIRKENHEAD 
NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  AND  CHILDREN 


Primary  Schools 


County 

Voluntary 

No.  of  (.’hildren  on  tlie  rolls  ... 
Average  attendance 


17 

15 


Secondary  Schools  (Maintained) 


County  (including  Teclmical  building) 
Voluntary 

No.  of  Children  on  the  rolls  ... 

Average  attendance 


6,875 

6,190 


o 


Secondary  Schools  (Non-maintained) 

Thei-e  ai-e  foui-  Dii-ect  Crant  Secoiulary  Schools  in  the  town  as 
follows : — 

The  Birkeiihead  School  for  Boys,  Beresford  Boad. 

The  Bii’keidread  High  School  for  Cirls,  (l.P.D.S.T., 


Devonshire  Place. 


The  Convent,  F.C.J.,  Holt  Hill. 

St.  Anselm’s  College,  Manor  Hill. 

Nursery  Classes 

Nursery  Classes  exist  in  conneclion  with  the  Infants’  Departments 
of  the  follo\\ing  schools:  — 

Cathcart  Street  Primary. 

Boclv  Ferry  Primary 
The  Dell  Primary. 

Bedford  Drive  Primary. 

Special  Schools 

Tliere  are  three  Special  Schools  in  the  town,  viz. — 

Claughton  Road  Day  School  for  Educationally  Sub-normal  Pupils. 
Sight  Saving  Class,  Hemingford  Street. 

Thingwall  Hospital  School. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 

Tile  arrangements  for  the  reference  of  children  needing  treatment 
continued  as  hitherto. 

The  hospital  staffs,  particularly  those  of  the  Children’s  Hospitals 
on  Merseyside,  continue  to  he  most  helpful  in  sending  information  about 
school  children. 

Periodic  Medical  Inspections.  In  view  of  new  Regulations  govern- 
ing the  School  Health  Service  and  the  provisions  tor  Handicapped 
Pupils,  which  took  effect  from  4th  iVugust,  1953,  it  is  appropriate  to 
state  the  arrangements  in  existence  for  the  Periodic  Medical  Inspection 
of  pupils,  viz : — 

(a)  Every  pupil  admitted  to  a Maintained  Primary  School,  as  soon 
as  possible  after  the  date  of  admission. 

(b)  Every  pupil  attending  a Maintained  Primary  School  during 
the  last  jear  of  attendance  at  such  a school. 

(c)  Every  pupil  attending  a Maintained  Secondary  School  during 
the  last  year  of  attendance  at  such  a school. 

In  addition  to  the  compulsory  periodic  medical  inspections  men- 
tioned, it  has  been  the  practice  to  carry  out  an  inspection  each  year  of 
children  who  would  be  between  eight  and  nine  years  of  age  at  the  31st 
March.  During  1953  it  was  decided  to  alter  the  age  range  of  the  other 
periodic  inspections  and  to  conduct  examinations  more  precisely  half 
way  between  the  entrants  and  the  primary  leaving  inspections.  Pupils 
who  are  between  and  years  of  age  are  now  inspected  in  the  non- 
compulsory  Group. 

This  change  accounts,  to  some  extent,  tor  the  high  number  of 
inspections  which  took  place  during  the  year — 8,642  representing  the 
highest  number  of  periodic  inspections  since  1922.  This  is  an  increase 
of  1,180  inspections  compared  with  1952.  The  increase  in  the  non- 
compulsory  group  accounts  for  723  inspections. 

Special  Inspections  of  pupils  totalled  2,993.  These  were  referred 


from  the  following  sources:  — 

At  Minor  Ailments  Clinics  ...  ...  ...  ...  1995 

Pre-Dental  Heart  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  700 

Referred  for  Convalescence  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Employed  out  of  School  Hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Boarded-out  Children  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Special  Inspections  in  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

other  Special  Inspections  at  Clinics  ...  ...  ...  89 


2993 


Re-Inspections  were  made  of  2,413  pupils  with  defects  noted  for 
follow  up.” 

Statistical  Tables,  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Education,  are 
shown  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 
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CO-OPERATION  WITH  PARENTS 

Parents  attended  at  the  examinations  of  6,194  (71.65  of  the 
8,642  pupils  seen  at  Routine  Inspections:  — 


Code  Group  No. 

inspected 

Parents  Present 

First  Age  Group 

2545 

...  2289 

(89.94  0^, 

Second  Age  Group 

1777 

...  1280 

(72.03  o/„) 

Third  Age  Group 

1705 

457 

(26.80O/J 

Fourth  Age  Group 

2615 

...  2168 

(82.91  o/J 

It  is  gratifying  from  these  figures  to  see  that  so  many  parents, 
particularly  of  those  children  in  the  first  and  fourth  age  groups,  take 
an  interest  in  the  periodical  examinations. 
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NUTRITION 

The  standard  of  iiutrition  of  school  children  continues  to  be  good 
Of  the  8,642  pupils  seen  at  routine  inspections,  604  (7.51  were 
classified  as  “ C ” general  condition.  The  remaining  8,008  pupils  were 
of  average  or  above  average  general  condition. 


Height  and  Weight. — Below  a)-e  set  out  the  average  heights  and 
weights  (measured  without  footwear)  of  25  of  the  children  examined 
at  routine  inspections. 


Height 

Age 

Boys 

Girls 

No. 

Ft. 

Ins. 

No. 

Ft. 

Ins. 

3 years  

5 

3 

1-60 

5 

3 

2-00 

4 years  

27 

3 

3-74 

43 

! 3 

3-65 

5 years  

258 

3 

6'27 

229 

3 

5-92 

6 years  

27 

O 

7-59 

30 

3 

8-33 

7 years  

7 8 

3 

11-38 

81  i 

3 

10-66 

8 years  

240 

4 

0-77 

206  ; 

4 

0-43 

9 years  

22 

4 

2-55 

11  ' 

4 

4-09 

10  years  

30 

4 

5-93 

22 : 

4 

4-18 

11  years  

204 

4 

6-39 

195  ' 

4 

6-30 

12  years  

2 

4 

7 -CO 

1 

4 

8-00 

13  years  

1 

5 

6-00 

1 

4 

8-00 

14  years  

138 

5 

1-61 

124  i 

5 

0-92 

15  years  

60 

5 

3-03 

69  i 

5 

0-68 

16  years  

22 

5 

5-18 

6 ! 

1 

5 

2-00 

Age 

Weight 

Boys 

Girls 

No. 

St. 

Lbs. 

No. 

St. 

1 

Lbs. 

3 years  

5 

2 

6*80 

5 

2 

8-00 

4 years  

27 

2 

11-74 

43 

2 

10-44 

5 years  

-258 

3 

1-13 

229 

2 

13-92 

6 years  

27 

3 

3-30 

30 

3 

4-87 

7 years  

78 

3 

12-23 

81 

3 

9-12 

8 years  

240 

4 

0-48 

206 

3 

12-85 

9 years  

22 

4 

6-73 

11 

4 

11-73 

10  years  

30 

5 

0-07 

22 

4 

10-73 

11  years  

204 

5 

1-74 

195 

5 

2-68 

1 2 years  

2 

5 

1-00 

1 

5 

4-00 

13  years  

1 

7 

12-00 

1 

5 

2-00 

14  years  

138 

7 

7-23 

124 

7 

9-52 

15  years  

60 

8 

0-47 

69 

7 

9-64 

16  years  

22 

9 

5-18 

6 

9 

4-33 

General  Conditions  Tables  are  given  in  the  Ministry  of  Education 
Return  (Table  ITB)  at  the  end  of  this  Report? 
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PROVISIONS  OF  MEALS  AND  MILK 

The  total  number  of  school  meals  piovided  dunn:.'  lOdd  was 
1,529,440,  a decrease  of  135,913  on  1952.  ()f  th-.s  number  1.218.T]o 

meals  were  supplied  on  payment  and  310,724  v.  ere  provided  fre-.  Thc 
figures  include  meals  to  teaching  staffs,  supplied  at  the  appropriate  rate. 

Children  attending  3daintained  Schools  receive  one-third  of  a piii* 
of  milk  free  of  charge  daily.  During  the  year,  3.485.9'>s  one-third  pint 
bottles  were  supplied. 

CLEANLINESS  AND  CLOTHING 

The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  is  satisfactory  leaving  regard 
to  the  congested  conditions  of  the  area.  Health  Vi.sitors  made  periodic 
inspections  during  school  term  and  66.139  examinations  were  carried 
out.  1,418  pupils  were  found  to  be  infested  with  vermin. 

The  standard  of  clothing  and  footwear  are  generally  satisfactory. 

VACCINATION 

When  the  Xational  Health  Sei\ice  Act  1941)  came  into  operation 
in  1948,  tlu!  compulsory  vaccination  of  chihlren  under  the  \'accinatif)n 
A(‘ts  1867  to  1907  was  no  longer  enforceable. 

Since  1948  there  has  been  a considerable  decline  in  the  numl)er  of 
(diildren  vaccinated. 

During  1953,  8,642  childi-en  were  (‘xaniined  by  Scdiool  .Medical  Otli- 
cers  at  routine  School  Inspections.  Of  this  number  4.4^3  (dtildren  had 
been  vaccinated  and  4,159  had  not  been  vaccinated. 

ddie  following  table  (dearly  shows  the  decline  in  vatadnation  durinv 
recent  years. 


Not 


Age  range 

Number 

Classilication 

Vaccinated 

Miccinated 

3 to  6 yrs. 

2,545 

Entrants 

846 

1 .699 

33% 

67% 

74  to  84  yrs. 

2,615 

Intermediate 

1.288 

1,327 

primary 

pupils 

49% 

51% 

10  to  11  yrs. 

1,777 

Primary 

1,154 

623 

leavers 

65% 

35% 

14  to  16  yrs. 

1,705 

School 

1,195 

510 

leavers 

70% 

30% 

MINOR  AILMENT  CLINICS 

At  the  Central  School  Clinic,  3 Conway  Street,  a service  is  provided 
for  school  children  living  in  the  centre  of  the  town  who  require  treat - 
It  lent  for  their  minor  ailments. 

Children  from  the  north-end  of  the  town  are  treated  at  the  North 
Clinic,  l^ark  Road  West.  Children  living  in  south  Riidvenhead  are  dealt 
with  at  the  South  Clinic,  Bedford  Avenue,  Rock  Ferry. 

During  term  all  three  clinics  are  open  on  Alonday,  Wednesday  and 
Friday  mornings.  In  the  school  holiday  periods  the  Central  Clinic 
remains  open  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments,  and  the  carrying 
out  of  special  examinations.  The  North  and  South  Clinics  are  opened 
as  re-qtiired. 


64 


The  following  table  shows  in  statistical  form  the  activities  of  the 
clinics  in  1953:  — 


Clinic 

Total 

Attend- 

ances 

First 

Attend- 

ances 

New 

Cases 

Ke-i 

exams  | 

f 1 

Del 

fects 

T 

NT 

T 

1 j 

T 

NT 

Central 

3026 

776 

552 

286 

229 

1 1 

; 103  ; 

684 

337 

North 

1033 

406 

106 

100 

68 

: 43 

194 

104 

South 

1231 

321 

188 

147 

104 

' 

69 

1 

246 

^47 

Totals 

5290 

1503 

846 

533 

401 

215 

1 

1124 

1 

! 

1 588 

During  the  year,  1,503  individual  children  made  5,290  attendances 
at  the  three  clinics.  This  gives  an  average  of  2.82  attendances  per 
child,  compared  with  an  average  attendance  of  2.87  per  child  in  1952. 

The  fall  in  the  number  of  individual  children  dealt  with  and  the 
total  attendances  continues  at  the  North  and  South  Clinics. 

The  overall  attendances  at  the  three  clinics  shows  a decrease  of 
728  (13.76%)  on  the  preceding  year.  Compared  with  1948  there  was 
a fall  of  65%  in  the  number  of  attendances  at  the  Clinics. 

DEFFXTIYE  VISION 

During  the  year,  Dr.  A.  M.  Williams,  Senior  School  Medical 
Officer,  continued  to  carry  out  refractions  and  prescriptions  of  spectacles 
by  arrangement  with  the  Local  Executive  Council.  Dr.  Williams  is 
an  approved  Ophthalmic  Medical  Practitioner. 

During  the  year,  it  was  decided  to  increase  the  number  of  sessions 
per  week  from  2 to  3.  Two  weekly  sessions  deal  with  new  patients 
and  thus  the  waiting  list  has  been  reduced  and  children  are  seen  within 
a fortnight  of  their  name  being  placed  on  the  waiting  list.  One  session 
is  devoted  to  re-examinations. 

Forms  are  available  at  all  sessions  for  issue  to  children  who  have 
broken  their  spectacles  or  lost  them  and  the  opportunity  is  taken  to 
re-test  the  children  when  it  is  thought  desirable. 

Parents  and  children  continue  to  co-operate  well.  It  is  encouraging 
to  see  so  many  parents  at  the  first  examination. 

Children  suffering  from  conditions  necessitating  the  services  of 
an  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  are  referred  for  appropriate  treatment. 

Low  Myopia  is  still  prevalent  in  the  age  group  10-11  year  olds, 
but  there  is  no  evidence  that  it  is  progressive  and  as  the  child  gets 
older  the  Myopia  becomes  stationary. 

Particulars  of  school  children  dealt  with  at  the  Eye  Clinic  during 
1953  are  as  follows:  — 


New 

Cases 

Re- 

Examinations 

Total 

Cases  examined 

639 

1,006 

1,645 

Glasses  prescribed  for 

300 

373 

673 

Authorisation  for  repair  or 
or  replacements 

58 

421 

479 

EYE  OPERATIONS 


42  children  were  rejjorted  to  have  received  operative  treatment  in 
local  hospitals  for  eye  conditions  including  squint. 

PARTIALLY  SIGHTED  CLASS 

'J\vo  pupils  from  the  Partially  Sighted  Class,  Hemingford  Street, 
were  examined  as  Special  School  Leavers.  Certificates  for  their 
registration  under  the  J)isahled  Persons  f Employment)  Act,  1944,  wer^r 
completed. 


EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT 

Pujdls  found  at  routine,  special  and  re-inspections,  to  be  suffering 
from  pathological  conditions  requiring  treatment  were  referred  to  their 
General  Practitioners.  Jt  is  not  possible,  therefore,  as  in  ]<revious 
years  to  give  particulars  of  ajqKjintments  made  and  kept  at  hospital 
l^iar,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinics. 

From  in-}jatient  returns  submitted  by  liirkenhead  Hospitals,  the 
following  operations  are  reported  to  have  been  performed  during  1953:  — 


(a) 

For  adenoids 
and  chronic  ' 
tonsillitis 

(i)  ' 

For  other  nose 
and  throat 
conditions 

(c) 

Mastoidec- 

tomy 

St.  Catherine’s 

1 

Hospital 

68 

1 

1 

Children's  Hospital  ... 

294 

13 

— 

General  Hospital 

21 

^ i 

1 

4 

Totals 

383 

■ 1 

17  i 

5 

The  length  of  time  children  are  waiting  for  operative  treatment 
is  still  not  entirely  satisfactoi'v.  The  indications  are,  however,  that 
some  improvement  has  taken  ])lace  during  tlie  last  two  years. 
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ORTHOPEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS 

Treatment  of  Orthopaedic  defects  is  still  being  carried  out  at  the 
premises  of  the  Birkenhead  Invalid  Children’s  Association  Clinic  by 
arrangement  with  the  Eegional  Hospital  Board. 

434  individual  children  of  school  age  attended  the  Clinic  during 
the  year  for  treatment  of  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

An  analysis  of  the  cases  of  school  age  and  under  school  age  treated 
during  1953  is  given:  — 


Disease  Categories 

New 

Cases 

Re-Exam.s. 

Discharged 

Under 

5 

Over  1 

5 1 

Under  , 

i 

Over 

5 1 

•c 

TT 

C 

> 

c 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Congenital  Deformities  : 

1 

Trunk  

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

4 

4 

Upper  Limb  

2 ! 

...  j 

Lower  Limb  

1 1 

2 

6 

8 

24 

34 

5 

2 

Acquired  Deformities  : 

1 

Flat  Foot  '\ 

26 

15 

40 

24 

98 

56 

240 

194 

138 

4 

Hallux  Valgus  

1 

1 ... 

1 = 

! ••• 

8 

, 1 

Postural  Kyphosis  & Scoliosis.  1 

4 

4 1 

1 

1 

1 7 

16 

8 

2 

Knock  Knee  j 

f 

20 

' 11 

2 

- I 

72 

54 

1 20 

21 

57 

Bow  Leg .. 

3 

j 7 

1 

7 

10 

8 

u 

2 

11  , 

Other  Conditions J 

1 

3 

1 1 

2 

3 

6 

10 

i 13 

14 

10 

1 

Alfections  of  Skeleton  : 

hiekets 

Other  Conditions  

... 

Alfections  of  Nervous  System  : 

... 

...  , 

Spastic  Paralysis 

6 

5 

1 

1 

11 

14 

23 

38 

Infantile  ,,  

1 

1 10 

2 

Peripheral  Nerve  Lesions  

1 

Other  Conditions  

1 

1 

4 

11 

6 

i ^ 

6 

' 6 

Alfections  of  Bones  : 

Osteomyelitis 

1 

1 

■ 1 

Tuberculous  

Other  Conditions  

1 

1 

8 

8 

'9 

1 

Alfections  of  Joints  : 

i 

Tuberculous  

11 

5 

1 1 

Non-T.  B 

1 

... 

2 

... 

■3 

3 

7 

2 

Alfections  of  Spine  : 

Tuberculous  

0 

Non-T.  B 

i "l 

’3 

3 

Alfections  of  Epiy>hysis  

1 

2 

1 

5 

1 

Alfections  of  Soft  Tissues  

1 

1 

3 

10 

3 

Complications  of  Trauma  

Totals 

66 

: 44 

54 

59 

I217 

! 

167 

377 

381 

258 

10 
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MASSAGE  AND  REMEDIAL  EXERCISES 

This  was  provided  by  the  Invalid  Children's  Association  on  the 
advice  of  the  Orthopa;dic  Surgeon.  During  the  year  there  were  one 
full-time  and  two  part-time  physiotherapists  on  the  Association’s  Stall. 

The  number  of  attendances  was  0,359  (compared  with  7.150  in 
1952)  by  non-tubercular  clinic  cases. 

In  addition  399  attendances  were  made  by  Xon-Clinic  Cases  (e.‘j  , 
those  sent  by  Orthopaedic  Surgeons  of  Local  Hospitals)  as  compared 
with  368  for  last  year. 

CONVALESCENCE  AND  AFTER-CARE  TREATMENT 

During  1953  the  Medical  Staff  examined  85  children  referred  for 
convalescence  and  approval  for  treatment  was  given  in  all  but  two 
cases. 

The  children  recommended  were  referred  from  the  following 
sources : — 

School  Medical  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Oeneral  Practitioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Physicians  to  Chest  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Invalid  Children’s  Association  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Arrangements  for  convalescence  were  made  by  the  Birkenhead  and 
Wirral  Invalid  Children’s  Association  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Education 
Authority.  The  cost  of  treatment  for  75  children  was  met  under  the 
Education  Act,  1944,  one  child  was  paid  for  by  the  Merseyside  Hospitals 
Council  (Penny  in  the  Pound  Scheniej  and  the  vo-t  of  eonvaleseeiu-e 
for  7 children  was  met  from  the  funds  of  the  Association. 

ULTRA  VIOLET  RAY  TREATMENT 

At  the  i)reniises  of  the  Invalid  Children’,'^  Asstxnation.  a total  of 
66  children  of  school  age  made  1,204  attendances  during  the  year. 

At  the  North  Health  Clinic  a total  of  17  children  of  school  age  made 
288  attendances  during  1953. 


Improved 

Not 

Improved 

Still  under 
treatment  at 
end  of  year. 

Catarrh  

3 

— 

— 

Debility  

4 

— 

1 

Acne  

3 

— 

— 

Bronchitis  

3 

— 

1 

Post  Scarlet  Fever  

1 

— 

— 

Post  Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

Malnutrition  

1 

— 

— 

17 



2 
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At  the  South  Health  Clinic  a total  of  26  children  of  school  age  made 
474  attendances  during  the  year. 


Debility  

Bronchitis  

Catarrh  

Anaemia  

Bronchial  catarrh 
T.B.  Spine  


Improved 

Not 

Improved 

Still  under 
treatment  at 
end  of  year. 

10 

— 

8 

3 

— 

2 

3 

— 

3 

4 

— 

4 

5 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 

During  the  year,  18  Physically  Handica])ped  Pupils  were  newly 
ascertained  and  registered  in  the  following  categories:  — 


Category  (b) 

Partially  Sighted 


1 pupil 


Category  (c) 
Deaf  ... 


1 pupil 


Category  (d) 

Partially  Deaf  2 pupils 

Category  (h) 

Physically  Handicapped — 

Heart  Disease  2 pupils 

Spasticity  4 pupils 

Scoliosis  and  Deformed  Chest  1 pupil 

Paralysis  following  Poliom.yelitis  3 pupils 

Category  (j) 

Delicate  4 pupils 


In  addition,  38  re-examinations  of  children  registered  in  previous 
years  were  carried  out  by  the  School  Medical  Officers. 

SPASTIC  PUPILS 

In  anticipation  of  any  special  provision  in  the  future  for  the 
teaching  and  training  of  Spastic  Children  in  Birkenhead,  it  was  decided 
fluring  the  year  to  prepare  a comprehensive  register  of  Spastics.  Local 
Hospitals  and  tlie  Birkenhead  & Wirral  Invalid  Children’s  Association 
have  y)romised  to  notify  the  Health  Department  of  new  cases  of  Cerebral 
Palsy. 
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The  particulars  given  below  relate  to  the  number  of  Birkenhead 
children  known  to  be  suffering  from  spastic  conditions  as  at  31st 


December,  and  they  include  pre-school  children. 

School  Children 

Attending  ordinary  schools  19  pupils 

„ day  special  school  for  educationally  sub- 
normal pupils  5 pupils 

„ boarding  special  school  for  physically  handi- 
capped pupils  1 pupil 

„ independent  school  for  physically  handi- 
capped pupils  1 pupil 

Receiving  home  tuition  1 pupil 

At  home  not  receiving  education  3 pupils 

30  pupils 

Pre-school  Children 

At  home  not  receiving  education  13  pupils 

Combined  total  43  pupils 


A Tjocal  Education  Authority  has  a duty  to  ascertain  the  children 
in  its  area  requiring  special  educational  treatment  and  for  this  purpose 
any  child  who  has  athiined  the  age  of  two  years  is  included. 


/ 
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DEAF  AND  PARTIALLY  DEAF  PUPILS 

With  her  request  for  annual  returns  relating  to  Handicapped 
Pupils,  the  Minister  of  Education  asked  for  a brief  statement  on  the 
Authority’s  arrangements  for  the  ascertainment  of  deaf  and  partially 
deaf  pupils,  and  the  following  report  was  submitted:  — 

There  are  no  facilities  at  Birkenhead  Hospitals  for  the  audiometric 
examination  of  children  suspected  to  be  deaf  or  partially  deaf,  and 
because  it  was  the  experience,  particularly  in  the  years  immediately 
following  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  that  waiting  lists  for  audiometry  at  Liverpool  Hospitals  were 
exceedingly  long,  it  became  the  practice  for  children  from  the  age  of 
2 years  referred  for  ascertainment,  in  accordance  with  section  o4  of 
the  Education  Act,  1944,  to  be  sent  for  audiometry  to  the  Liverpool 
School  for  the  Partially  Deaf  at  Birkdale,  near  Southport. 

Most  valuable  reports  were  provided  by  the  Principal,  but  because 
of  the  distance  of  the  School  from  Birkenhead,  the  arrangement  was 
not  wholly  satisfactory  and  this  particular  help  is  now  only  resorted 
to  where  complicated  cases  require  ascertainment. 

Latterly  the  hospital  arrangements  have  been  better,  and  parties 
of  children,  including  quite  a number  referred  by  the  Speech  Therapist, 
have  been  taken  to  the  Liverpool  Ear,  Nose  & Throat  Infirmary  for 
audiometry.  The  results  are  then  forwarded  to  the  E.N.T.  Specialist 
at  the  Children’s  Hospital,  Birkenhead,  who  carries  out  a physical 
examination,  the  result  of  which  is  studied  in  conjunction  with  the 
graphs  in  order  to  determine  whether  special  educational  treatment  is 
necessary. 

A recent  addition  to  my  medical  staff  has  had  considerable  hospital 
E.N.T.  experience  and  having  in  mind  the  desirability  of  further 
improving  the  facilities  for  early  ascertainment,  I have  arranged  for 
Amplivox  Ltd.,  of  London,  to  carry  out  a works  test  of  a pre-war 
audiometer  and  when  I have  this  report  the  question  of  holding  special 
sessions  at  the  school  clinic  for  the  ascertainment  of  children  suspected 
as  deaf  or  partially  deaf  can  be  more  fully  explored. 


Details  of  the  School  Health  Service  Clinics  and  Staff  are  returned 
to  the  Ministry  of  Education  on  Form  20M.  Form  2EM,  which  is  repro- 
duced below  gives  the  number  of  pupils  for  whom  Boarding  Homes  and 
Special  Boarding  Schools  are  required:  — 


(For  table  see  overleaf) 
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Ministry  of  Education — Form  21M 


Handicapped  pupils  requiring  educatinji  at  .''pccia^ 
boarding  in  }:Joarding  Hornes. 


■ 1 1 Blind 
'2,  Par- 
tially 
sighted 

■'3  J^eaf 
'4.  Par- 
tially 
deaf 

5 Deli- 
cate 

6 Physi- 
cally 
Handi- 
capped 

7 i.d  .<,a- 
tionaily 
subnor- 
mal 

8 -Malad- 
justed 

Epi- 

leptK. 

Total 

1-y 

In  calendar  year 

(U 

(2) 

(3)  1 

Ml 

(5  ! 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

A.  Handicapped  Pupils 
newly  placed  in 
Special  Schools  or 
Homes 

1 

1 

I 

1 

3 

32 

2 

1 

41 

B.  Handicapped  Pupils 
newly  ascertained 
as  requiring  educa- 
tion at  Special 
Schools  or  boarding 
in  Homes  ... 

2 

1 

1 

2 

! 

i 

6 

27 

2 

43 

On  or  about  December 
1st  : — 

C.  Number  of  Handi- 
capped Pupils  from 
the  area  : — 

(i)  Attending  Spe- 
cial Schools  as 
(a)  Day  Pupils  ... 

1 1 

3 

1 

1 

I 

1 

116 

131 

(b)  Boarding  Pupils 

6 

— 

12 

4 

1 

2 

5 

1 

2 

33 

(ii)Attending  inde- 
pendent schools 
under  arrange- 
ment made  by 
the  Authority 

1 

8 

i 

1 

1 

9 

(iii)  Boarded  in 
Homes  and  not 
already  inclu- 
ded under  (i) 
or  (ii) 

( see  Note  (2) ) 

1 

Total  (C) 

6 

11 

15 

4 

1 

3 

129 

2 

2 

173 

D.  Number  of  Handi- 
capped pupils  be- 
ing educated  under 
atrangements 
made  under  sect- 
ion 56  of  the 
Education  Act, 

1944— 

(i)  in  hospitals 

1 

i 

i 

53  ; 

73 

(ii)  elsewhere 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' 1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

E.  Number  of  Handi- 
capped Pupils  from 
the  area  requiring 
special  places  in 
special  schools,  in- 
cluding any  such 
children 

(i)  who  are  tempo  r- 
arily  receiving 
home  tuition 

(ii)  whose  parents 
have  not  yet  con- 
sented to  their 
attend  ing  a Special 
School 

3 

3 

4 

15 

1 

1 

4 

1 

31 

Amount  spent  on  arrangements  under  Section  56  of  the  Education 
Act,  1944,  for  the  education  of  handicapped  pupils  in  the  financial  year 
ended  31st  March,  1953,  £1160.  1.  8d. 
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Particulars  of  nine  handicapped  pupils  resident  in  Independent 
Schools  assisted  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  under  Section  9 (1) 
of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Education 
on  Form  23M. 

Appended  in  detail  is  the  distribution  of  School  Children  accommo- 
dated at  31st  December,  under  the  various  categories  of  handicap:  — 

Category  (a) — Blind 

Royal  Normal  College,  Shrewsbury  1 pupil 

Leamington  Nursery  School  for  the  Blind  1 pupil 

School  for  the  Blind,  Liverpool  1 pupil 

Blind  Institutions  3 (trainees) 

Catholic  Blind  School,  Liverpool  1 pupil 

Henshaws  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Manchester  1 pupil 

Awaiting  vacancy  Ellen  Terry  Homes  for  Blind  and 

Mental  Defectives  1 pupil 

At  home  1 pupil 

Admitted  Partially  Sighted  Class  on  trial  1 pupil 

Category  (b)  Partially  Sighted 

Sight  Saving  Class,  Birkenhead  11  pupils 

Category  (c)  Deaf 

Liverpool  School  for  the  Deaf  9 pupils 

Royal  Cross  School  for  the  Deaf,  Preston  1 pupil 

Blenheim  School,  Farnley,  Leeds  2 pupils 

St.  John’s  R.C.  Institution  for  the  Deaf,  Boston  Spa  3 pupils 

Awaiting  vacancy  1 pupil 

Category  (d)  Partially  Deaf 

Liverpool  School  for  the  Partially  Deaf,  Southport...  5 pupils 

Primary  Schools  2 pupils 

Secondary  Schools  2 pupils 

Category  (e)  Educationally  Subnormal 

Claughton  Road  Day  Special  School,  Birkenhead 116  pupils 

Approved  Schools  2 pupils 

Pontville  R.C.  School,  Ormskirk  1 pupil 

St.  Joseph’s  School,  Surrey  1 pupil 

Besfort  Court  School^  Birmingham  2 pupils 

C.  of  E.  Special  School,  Dulwich  1 pupil 

Independent  Schools  8 pupils 

Primary  Schools  14  pupils 

Secondary  Schools  32  pupils 

Private  School  1 pupil 

Awaiting  vacancy  Day  Special  School  4 pupils 

Category  (f)  Epileptic 

Maghull  Homes,  Maghull  2 pupils 

Primary  Schools  1 pupil 

Secondary  Schools  4 pupils 

Category  (g)  Maladjusted 

Approved  Schools  7 pupils 

Hospital  Special  School  2 pupils 

Private  Schools  1 pupil 

Primary  Schools  39  pupils 

Secondary  Schools  54  pupils 

Aymestry  Court  Special  School,  Liverpool  1 pupil 

Independent  School  1 pupil 

Not  at  School  1 pupil 

Maudsley  Hospital,  London  1 pupil 


Category  (h)  Physically  Handicapped 

The  Margaret  Barclay  Residential  School  for  Crippled 

Children,  Mobberley,  Cheshire  1 pupil 

Private  Schools  1 pupil 

Secondary  Schools  14  pupils 

Not  attending  School  8 pupils 

Home  Tuition  2 pupils 

Non-Maintained  Secondary  Schools  1 pupil 

St.  Joseph’s  Heart  Hospital  Rainhill  1 pupil 

Wellburn  Hall  Boarding  Special  School.  Yorkshire  ...  1 pupil 

Elleray  Park  Day  Special  School,  Wallasey  1 pupil 

West  Kirby  Children’s  Convalescent  Home  1 pupil 

Category  (i)  Delicate 

Abbots  Lea  Special  School,  Liverpool  1 pupil 

(withdrawn  by  parents) 

Hospital  Special  School  1 pupil 

Home  Tuition  1 pupil 

Primary  Schools  6 pupils 

Secondary  Schools  1 pupil 
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ANALYSIS  OF  HOSPITAL  TREATMENT  (IN-PATIENT) 


From  returns  of  in-patient  treatment  submitted  by  hospitals  in 
the  area,  the  following  analysis,  shown  under  13  groups,  gives  a classifi- 
cation of  the  diseases  encountered  during  the  year.  The  figures  include 
a small  number  of  out-patient  treatments. 


Localisation  of 
Disease 

Child- 

ren’s 

Hos- 

pital 

St. 

Cathe- 

rine’s 

Hos- 

pital 

Gen- 

eral 

Hos- 

pital 

Thing- 

wall 

Hos- 

pital 

Barn- 

ston 

Lea- 

sowe 

Hos- 

pital 

Wall- 

asey 

St. 

James 

Hos- 

pital 

Alder 

Hey 

Hos- 

pital 

Liver- 

pool 

Royal  ( 

L’pool 
Child- ' 
ren’s  I 
Hos-  1 
pital  j 

Totals 

(1)  EYES  : 
Operative 

30 

12 

j 

42 

Non- 

Operative 

1 

O 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

(2)  SKIN 

— 

9 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

_ i 

13 

(3)  GENITO- 
URINARY 

10 

18 

2 

10 

1 

— 

— 

— 

41 

(4)  EARS  : 
Operative 

1 

4 

j 

5 

Non- 

Operative 

9 

7 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

20 

(5)  NOSE  & 

THROAT; 
Tonsils  & 
Adenoids 
Operations 

294 

68 

21 

• 

383 

OTHERS : 
Operations 

13 

1 

3 

_ 

_ 







17 

Non- 

operations 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

— 

— 

7 

(6)  HEART  & 
CIRCULA- 
TION 

13 

15 

2 

7 

3 

1 

3 

44 

(7)  RESPIRA- 
TORY 

17 

72 

3 

92 

6 

3 

— 

— 

193 

(8)  ALIMENT- 
ARY 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

(9)  OPERATIVE 
SURGICAL 

89 

105 

19 

— . 

— 

1 

6 

— 

220 

(10)  CASUAL- 
TIES 

103 

10 

3 

— 

1 

— , 

1 

— 

118 

(11)  NERVOUS 
CON- 
DITIONS 

15 

15 

22 

2 

54 

(12)  ORTHO- 
PAEDIC 

93 

15 

6 

22 

32 

— 

— 

— 

168 

(13)  GENERAL 
MEDICAL 

11 

.1 

119 

4 

— 

5 

35 

— 

— 

174 

TOTALS  . . 

1 673 

1 488 

81 

157 

1 50 

49 

7 

3 

1508 

HOSPITAL  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS 

Notifications  of  admissions  and  discharges  v.'ith  diagiiose.-,  continue 
to  he  submitted  in  respect  of  children  \sho  are  in-patients  at  hospitals 
that  use  part  of  their  premises  as  a special  school  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  Section  02  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1040. 

SPEECH  THERAPY 

Airs.  Alary  Peel,  Speech  Therapist,  reports:  — 

“ The  S];eech  4 herapy  Clinic  continued  at  two  cem.rc.^.  nan.eiy. 
Pedfoid  Drive  Primary  School,  Pock  l erry.  and  the  Nortii  Heaitij 
Clinic;  neither  is  really  suitable.  The  school  is  accessible  only  to 
children  living  in  the  south  of  the  town  and  the  clinic  to  those  in  the 
north.  A central  clinic  is  an  outstanding  need  if  [tareiits  are  to 
co-operate  and  the  best  use  made  of  the  existing  facilities. 

Jiecause  of  the  waiting  list,  it  was  necessary  to  dispense  with  school 
visiting  during  1958,  and  concciitrate  on  those  referred  for  treatment 
in  previous  years.  Despite  this  arrangement,  there  are  still  431  children 
waiting  to  be  seen. 

A|j}jointrnents  have  been  limited  to  one  only  instead  of  two  as 
formerly.  Parents  have  not  co-oj^erated  satisfactorily,  but  this  may 
be  due  in  ])art  to  tlie  distances  some  have  to  travel. 

One  treatment  session  per  week  has  been  given,  this  is  not  enough, 
and  should  be  at  least  two.  Treatment  is  given  individually  and  is 
based  on  teaching  the  children  to  breathe  correctly  and  to  make  their 
sounds  properly. 

No  grouj)  classes  were  held  after  mid-summer.  Stammerers  have 
been  given  individual  treatment,  this  is  having  a satisfactory  result,  but 
takes  up  a considerable  amount  of  time,  and  reduces  the  overall  number 
of  children  that  can  be  treated.  52  children  were  treated  for  Dyslalia. 
both  simple  and  complex,  there  \^’erc  4 cleft  ])alate  cases,  several 
sigmatic  and  a few  cases  of  Khinolalia.  All  the  children  concerned  are 
responding  well  to  treatment.  A numl^er  of  suspected  hearing 
difficulties  were  refei-red  for  audiometric  reports.” 

No.  of  Cases  treated: 


Dyslalic 

Sigmatic 

Other  Cases 

Stammerers 

Itoys 

36 

4 

5 

40 

Girls 

16 

8 

9 

8 

Number  attending: 


Dyslalic 

Sigmatic 

Other  Cases 

Stammerers 

Boys 

16 

2 

1 

17 

Girls 

9 

3 

5 

2 

76 


Number  Discharged: 


Dyslalic 

Sigmatic 

Other  Cases 

Stammerers 

Boys 

17 

2 

4 

23 

j Girls 

7 

5 

4 1 

1 

6 

MALADJUSTED  CHILDREN 


Doctor  Mary  C.  Lydon,  who  was  appointed  Consultant  Psychiatrist 
on  a part-time  basis  in  1948,  terminated  her  ajjpointrnent  with  the 
Local  Education  Authority  on  the  24th  July. 

The  following  analysis  refers  to  the  cases  dealt  with  by  Doctor 
Lydon;  although  the  period  covered  is  only  one  of  seven  months,  it 
reflects  the  fall  in  the  number  of  school  children  being  referred  for 


psychiatric  investigation. 

New  Cases — 

Number  of  children  examined  12 

Registered  as  Alaladjusted  11 

Not  Maladjusted  (advice  given  to  parents)  1 

Re-examinations — 

Number  of  cliildren  examined  1 

Maladjusted  1 


Arrangements  were  made  during  the  last  school  term  of  the  year 
for  children  referred  for  a psychiatric  opinion  to  be  seen  by  ])octor  Philip 
Pinkerton,  Consultant  Psycliiatrist  at  St.  Catlierine’s  Hosjiital  Annexe. 

CHILD  GUIDANCE  TREATMENT 

Sixteen  children  were  treated  at  the  Notre  Dame  Child  Guidance 
Clinic,  Liverpool,  for  conditions  diagnosed  by  the  Psychiatrist. 

EDUCATIONALLY  SUBNORMAL  CHILDREN 

Ascertainment  examinations  of  children  thought  to  be  educationally 
subnormal  were  held  in  schools  and  at  clinics  during  the  year.  The 
approved  School  Medical  Officers  made  recommendations  as  follows:  — 


Total  number  examined  30 

Found  to  be  Educationally  Subnormal  and — 

Recommended  to  attend  Day  Special  School  27 

Recommended  for  admission  to  Independent  S23ecial 

School  1 

Recommended  to  remain  at  Ordinary  School  with 

special  coaching  2 


In  addition  7 re-ascertainments  were  made  of  educationally  sub- 
normal children  in  attendance  at  ordinary  schools,  and  in  all  cases  no 
change  in  the  origijial  recommendation  wc.s  made.  One  boy,  a registered 
pupil  at  an  indejjendent  s])ecial  sdiool,  was  examined  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  5 (ii)  of  the  Alanual  of  Guidance  (Special  Services). 

29  pupils,  registered  at  Claughton  Road  Day  Special  School,  were 
ascertained  in  connection  with  special  school  leaving  and  at  routine 
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re-exariiiuatioris,  the  results  were  as  follows;  — 

Special  School  Leavers — 

i'.i)  ItejKu-ted  to  tlie  l^ocal  Health  Authority  Section 
o7  (oj  of  the  Ivliication  Act,  1944  

(\))  Supervision  not  required  on  leaving  Claiighton 

Road  14 

Reconiniended  to  attend  Independent  Special  School  ...  1 

Reported  to  Local  Health  Authority  Section  o7  (H)  of  the 

Education  Act,  1944  - 

Reconjinended  to  attend  Hoarding  Special  School  1 

Routine  re-exarninations 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY 

The  nurnher  of  children  notified  by  the  Local  Education  Authority 
to  the  Local  Healtli  Authority  under  Section  57  of  the  Education  Act. 
1944,  was  Id.  Ten  children  were  dealt  with  under  Sub-Se<  tion  (3i  and 
three  under  Sub-Section  (5). 

Re-exatninations  were  made  in  respect  of  three  cases  under 
Section  8 of  the  Education  (^Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act.  1948.  wliich 
relates  to  the  caiicellation  of  report  that  a child  is  incapable  of  receivim: 
education  at  school  owing  to  disability  of  mind. 

Cancellation  was  recommended  in  respect  of  one  child. 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

I am  indebted  to  the  Director  of  TElucation  for  iH'rmittimj  me  to 
reproduce  a report  written  by  the  Organiser  of  Physical  Education. 

The  policy  of  the  Ministry  of  Education  has  re'^tricted  the  develop- 
ment of  school  playing  fields,  except  in  relation  to  new  schools.  This 
continues  to  be  unfortunate  for  children  and  youths  generally,  but  in 
particular  for  those  children  living  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  Tliese  are 
the  very  children  needing  additional  facilities  to  derive  full  benefits  of 
fresh  air  and  exercise  during  their  years  of  growth.  Nevertheless  some 
slight  advance  has  been  made  in  the  following  instances — The  Boothby 
site  of  Central  Park  has  been  made  available  to  schoolchildi'en  in  sch(')ol- 
time.  Increased  use  has  been  made  of  the  Olenavon  Road  site  and  the 
first  of  a series  of  improvements  to  the  Kirigs  Road  site  has  been  the 
erection  of  toilet  accommodation.  Chancing  facilities  and  fence  im- 
provements are  to  follow.  The  lack  of  suitable  accommodation  contin\ies 
to  be  a.  problem  at  the  Gantby  Road  and  Borough  Road  playing  fields 
and  organised  games  suffer  accordingly. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Education  Committee  full  use  of  the 
converted  gymnasium  continues  to  be  made  at  Livingstone  Street  Baths. 
Thousands  of  schoolchildren  and  youths  use  these  facilities  during  the 
Winter  months.  Apart  from  the  continued  use  of  the  facilities  by 
schools  during  afternoons,  many  youth  activities  take  place  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Chief  Instructor  and  the  Youth  Welfare  Officer.  A 
comprehensive  scheme  of  physical  education  is  carried  out  and  apart 
from  gymnastics,  certain  success  has  been  achieved  in  sports  competi- 
tions. In  Netball  the  Birkenhead  girls  have  remained  unbeaten  in  three 
vears  and  in  Basketball  the  Birkenhead  Youth  Team  has  lost  but  two 
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games  in  three  years.  In  a nurnl^er  of  cases  players  have  proceeded  to 
play  for  University  sides  after  leaving  the  town  and  with  the  team  at 
present  holders  of  the  Liverpool  Junior  trojjhy,  eight  girls  have  placed 
for  Cliesliire.  Two  sporting  tours  of  Holland  and  one  jJanned  for  Uer- 
niany  this  year  have  been  included  in  tlie  youth  prograiume. 


Following  quickly  upon  the  National  Schools  Athletics  Champion- 
ships which  were  held  so  recently  at  the  Oval,  Port  Sunlight,  the 
National  Cross-Country  Championships  of  Great  Britain  were  held  at 
Arrowe  Park  on  Saturday,  the  13th  March,  1954.  Approximately  1,500 
competitors  took  part  and  three  races  resulted  as  follows : 


Senior  (9|  miles) 

Junior  (6  miles) 
Youths  (3  miles) 


1st  D.  A.  G.  Pirie 
(South  London) 

3rd  F.  D.  Sando 
(Aylesford) 

1st  K.  F.  Canlder 
(Surrey) 

1st  A.  Cocking 
(Bramley) 


2nd  K.  L.  Norris 
(Thames  Valley). 

Time: — 50  mins. 

55  secs. 

Time: — 32  mins. 

19  secs. 

Time: — 15  mins. 

57  secs. 


On  February  2nd  Sir  Stanley  Eous,  Secretary  of  the  Football  Asso- 
ciation, opened  the  F.A.  Exhibition  at  the  Williamson  Art  Gallery.  Tlie 
Exhibition  was  sponsored  by  the  General  Purposes  Committee.  Rather 
appropriately  Birkenhead  schoolboys  were  i-epresented  as  guest  associa- 
tion winners  of  the  Welsh  Schools  Shield,  having  beaten  the  English 
Schools  Champions,  Swansea,  in  the  semi-final  before  defeating  Flint- 
shire in  the  Final  by  3-nil.  Another  remarkable  season  concluded  when, 
at  Birkenhead  Park,  the  Birkenhead  boys  drew  3-3  with  the  Welsh 
International  side. 


Phvsical  Education  in  the  schools  continues  its  progress  with  the 
final  publication  of  Part  II  PLANNING  THE  PROGRAMIME  as  the 
official  Ministry  of  Education  P.E.  Syllabus.  In  our  schools  we 
continue  to  stress  the  importance  of  set  orthopaedic  exercises  as  part  of 
the  daily  lesson  with  particular  stress  on  the  therapeutic  aspects  of 
Kyphosis  and  Flat  foot.  This  we  stress  between  the  age  ranges  of  5 and 
11  years  in  our  Infants  and  Junior  Schools.  Adequate  provision  of  foot- 
wear is  an  ev^er  present  problem  in  the  further  development  of  physical 
education  in  schools.  Without  suitable  P.E.  shoes,  particularly  in  our 
Secondary  Schools  where  barefoot  work  is  impracticable,  children  can- 
not be  expected  to  derive  maximum  benefit  from  their  work. 

Apart  from  the  formal  physical  education  and  organised  games  in 
our  Secondary  Schools  we  have  continued  to  find  our  youths  and  school- 
children  obtaining  the  usual  honours  at  National  and  County  levels  in 
Association  Football,  Swimming,  Athletics,  Boxing  and  Netball.  In 
addition,  during  the  year  it  is  interesting  to  record  the  appointment  of 
Welsh  International  Rugby  player,  Mr.  Robins,  to  the  Staff  of  one  of 
our  schools. 

With  the  very  ready  help  of  the  officials  and  teaching  staffs  of  the 
town  steadv  and  limited  progress  has  been  possible,  and  every  effort 
will  be  made  to  improve  the  facilities  within  the  limits  of  the  financial 
resources  available. 
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PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  DENTAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  TO  THE 
PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER,  1953 

The  shortage  of  full  time  Dental  Officers  has  been  partly  relieved 
by  the  services  of  Dental  Surgeons  employed  on  a sessional  basis,  most 
of  whom  are  also  engaged  in  private  dental  practice. 

The  number  of  part  time  Dental  Officers  was  increased  in  February 
from  two  to  six  and  an  additional  one  commenced  in  September.  The 
total  number  of  sessions  worked  by  these  Dental  Surgeons  amounts  to 
slightly  less  than  those  which  would  be  worked  by  two  full  time  Dental 
Officers,  thus  leaving  us  considerably  below  establishment. 

Some  modern  dental  equipment  was  installed  during  the  year,  to 
replace  that  which  was  very  old.  It  is  essential  to  complete  the  re- 
placement of  obsolete  dental  equipment  as  soon  as  possible  in  order  to 
fulfil  the  requirements  of  modern  dentistry. 

May  I take  this  opportunit}"  of  expressing  my  appreciation  for  the 
co-operation  of  Headmasters,  Headmistresses  and  Teachers,  my  thanks 
are  due  to  the  staffs  of  the  Director  of  Education  and  the  Principal 
School  Medical  Officer  for  the  help  they  have  given  us  during  the  year. 

F.  G.  SUTCLIFFE, 

(Principal  School  Dental  Officer.;: 
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MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS 

l^NDEl)  Olst  DECEMBJ^K,  195:j 

TABLE  I. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING 
MAINTAINED  PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 
(INCLUDING  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS) 

A.— PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 


Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups  : — 

Entrants  2,545 

Second  Age  Group  1,777 

Third  Age  Group  1,705 

Total  6,027 

Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections  2,615 

Grand  Total  8,642 

B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  2,993 

Number  of  Re-inspections  2,413 

Total  5,406 


C.— PUPILS  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT 

Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspection  to  Require 
Treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases  and  Infestation  with  Vermin). 


Group 

(1) 

For  defective 
vision  (excluding 
squint). 

(2) 

For  any  of  the 
other  conditions 
recorded  in 
Table  IIA. 

(3) 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

(4) 

Entrants 

3 

428 

431 

Second  Age  Group 

139 

164 

303 

Third  Age  Grou[) 

128 

117 

241 

Total  (prescribed  groups) 

270 

709 

975 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

207 

236 

435 

Grand  Total 

477 

945 

1410 
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TABLE  II 

A.— RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  IN 
THE  YEAR  ENDED  3Ist  DECEMBER,  1953. 


PEPJODIC  IN.SPECTIONS 

SPECI.\L  IN.SPECTFjNS 

Defect 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of  defects 

Code 

.Vo. 

Defect  or  Disease 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring  to 
be  keju  und  ei 
observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requif  ing  to 
be  kept  u der 
ob^c:  \ ari<  n 
bu*  not 
requiring 
treatment 

(1) 

2 

3 

4 

5 

4 

Skin  

61 

83 

266 

29 

5 

Eyes — a.  Vision 

477 

4 46 

2 

D 

b.  Squint 

77 

162 

, 2 

3 

c.  Other 

32 

49 

89 

20 

6 

Ears — a.  Hearing  ... 

67 

122 

j 

3 

b.  Otitis  Media 

76 

oo 

• 39 

6 

c.  Other 

34 

24 

^ 113 

30 

7 

Nose  or  Throat 

276 

787 

1 12 

43 

8 

Speech  

28 

33 

— 

1 

9 

Cervical  Glands 

32 

503 

2 

4 

10 

Heart  & Circulation  .. 

41 

212 

i 

39 

11 

Lungs— T.B.&  N.T.B. 

94 

i 280 

6 

59 

12 

Developmental  — 

a.  Hernia 

8 

15 

— 

— 

b.  Other  

23 

94 

2 

60 

1 13 

Orthopaedic  — 

' 

a.  Posture  ... 

22 

64 

1 

^ — 

b.  Flat  Foot 

164 

318 

1 

1 

i 14 

j 

c.  OtherNon-Pul 
T.B. 

Nervous  system — 

67 

161 

14 

21 

j 

j 

a.  Epilepsy... 

6 

7 

1 

4 

b.  Other 

11 

46 

3 

32 

. 16 

1 

Psychological — 

1 

1 

i 

1 

a.  Development 

1 

16 

— 

1 

(! 

b.  Stability — 

8 

1 

19 

2 

1 

16 

Other  

113  1 

( 

130 

670 

223 

1686 

3719 

1129 

594 
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B.— CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  PUPILS 
INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE  AGE  GROUPS 


Age  Groups 

Number  of 
Pu  plls 
Inspected 

A. 

(Good) 

B. 

(Fair) 

C. 

(Poor) 

No. 

% 

of  col.  2 

No. 

% 

of  col.  2 

: % 

No.  of  col.  2 

(1) 

(2j 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(fi) 

(7)  (8) 

Entrants 

2545 

1277 

50-18 

1074 

42-20 

194  7-62 

Second  Age  Group 

1777 

702 

39-50 

959 

53-97 

' 116  6.53 

Third  Age  Group  ... 

1705 

605 

35-48 

1009 

59-18 

91  5-34 

Other  Pei  iodic  Inspections 

2615 

843 

32-24 

1569 

60-00 

203  7-76 

Total 

8642 

3127 

39-65 

4611 

53-35 

604  7-00 

TABLE  111 

INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  the  school  nurses 


or  other  authorised  persons  66,139 

fii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  1,418 

fiii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  notices 

were  issued  (Section  54  (2),  Education  Act,  1944)  1 


(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  orders 
v/ere  issued  (Section  54  (3),  Education  Act,  1944)  


I' 

f 

I. 

I 

k 

1 

I 


1 

I 

i 


I 


i 


i 
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TABLE  lY 

TREATMENT  TABLES 
GROUP  1.— DISEASES  OE  THE  SKIN 
(excluding  uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Table  III 


Ringworm — (i) 

Scalp 

Number  of  cases  treated  or 
under  treatment  during  the  year 

By  the  Authority  Otherwise 

{ii) 

Body 

5 

— 

Scabies  ... 

— 

— 

Impetigo 

70 

— 

Other  skin  diseases 

190 

13 

Total  ... 

265 

13 

GROUP  2.— EYE  DISEASES,  DEEECTTVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT 


Number  of  cases  dealt  with 


By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of 
refraction  and  squint 

89 

4 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint) 

815^ 

42 

Total  ... 

904 

46 

Number  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were 

(a)  Prescribed 

673* 

— 

(b)  Obtained 

* 

— 

Total  ... 

673* 

— 

GROUP  3.— DISEASES  AND  DEFECTS  OF  EAR,  NOSE 

AND  THROAT 

Number  of  cases  treated 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

Received  operative  treatment 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear 

— 

5 

(b)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis 

— 

383 

(c)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions 

— 

17 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  ... 

163 

27 

Total  ... 

163 

432 

* Including  cases  dealt  with  under  arrangements  with  the 
Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Service, 
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GROUP  4.— ORTHOPAEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS 


(a)  Number  treated  as  in-patients  in 
hospitals 

146 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

(6)  Number  treated  otherwise,  e.g.  in 

clinics  or  out-patient  departments... 

15 

434 

GROUP  5.— CHILD  GUIDANCE  TREATMENT 

Number  of  cases  treated 

In  the  Authority’s 
Cliild  Guidance 

Clinics 

Elsewhere 

Number  of  pupils  treated  at  Child 
Guidance  Clinics  ... 

— 

9 

GROUP  6.— SPEECH  THERAPY 


Number  of  cases  treated 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

Number  of  pupils  treated  by  Speech 
Therapists 

126 

— 

GROUP  7.— OTHER  TREATMENT  GIVEN 


Number  of  cases  treated 

B}--  the  Authority 

1 Otherwise 

(a)  Miscellaneous  minor  ailments 

570 

— 

(b)  Other  (specified) 

1 . Heart  and  Circulatory 

4 

44 

2.  Respiratory 

6 

193 

3.  Alimentary 

— 

5 

4.  Genito-Urinary 

— 

41 

5.  Nervous 

4 

54 

6.  Surgical... 

— 

220 

7.  Casualties 

— 

118 

8.  General  Medical 

5 

291 

Total 

589 

966 
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TABLE  Y 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  CARRIED  OUT  BY 
THE  AUTHORITY 

(1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authorit\’s  Dental  Officers:-  — 

(a)  Periodic  5“41 

(b)  Specials  2644 

Total  (\)  8385 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  6412 

(3)  Number  referred  for  treatment  5314 

(4)  Number  actually  treated  5053 

(5)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  10162 

(6)  Half-days  devoted  to:  Inspection  50 

Treatment  1305 

Total  (6)  1355 

(7)  Fillings:  Permanent  Teeth  3695 

Temporary  Teeth  97 

Total  (7)  3792 

(8)  Number  of  teeth  filled:  Permanent  Teeth  3163 

Temporary  Teeth  97 

Total  (8)  3260 

(9)  Extractions:  Permanent  Teeth  2308 

Temporary  Teeth  6390 

' Total  (9)  8698 

(10)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction  3068 

(11)  Other  operations:  Permanent  Teeth  3116 

Temporary  Teeth  — 

Total  (11)  3116 


